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A

'PREFATORY NOTE.

In submitting this small work to the public, we venture to express the
hope that it may prove acceptable as being the first effort in the nature of a
text-book that has been published on Australian Meteorology.

Our acknowledgments are due to the staff individually and collectively
for their ready co-operation in the compilation of data on which the whole

subject-matter is based.

Finally, we should like ‘to remind our readers of the imperishable debt
of gratitude we all owe to those revered pioneers in Australian Meteorology,
H. C. Russell, Esq.,, B.A., CM.G., F.R.S.; R.L. J. Ellery, Esq., CM.G.,
F.R.S.; and Sir Chas. Todd, M.A., F.R.S., whose strenuous and untiring
labours contributed so largely towards bringing our knowledge of Australian
climatology to its present advanced stage at a comparatively early age
in our national history.

H. A. HUNT.
GRIFFITH TAYLOR.
E. T. QUAYLE.
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CLIMATE AND WEATHER OF AUSTRALIA.

I.—SIZE OF CONTINENT AND EFFECT ON CLIMATIC
VARIATION.

Australia extends both sides of the Tropic of Capricorn from 10° 8. lati-
tude to 45° 8. latitude. The greater portion lies south of the Tropic, and
hence has a generally temperate climate. At the same time the range of
35° in latitude implies a very great difference between the north and south
of the Continent, which justifies the remark that Port Darwin has a climate
resembling that of Trinidad, while Tasmania has a typically cool, moist
climate like that of England. -

In addition to these extremes due to difference of latitude, there are
many diversities due to the great breadth of the Continent along the tropic.
Here Australia is 2,400 miles from west to east, so that a great portion of its
surface lies remote from the influences of the sea. In this respect Australia
differs markedly from the other southern land masses; for South America
lies in a typically meridional direction and South Africa is only 1,400 miles
across at the Southern Tropic. This factor of location is of extreme im-
portance, for the climatic regions into which any large area can be subdivided
depend essentially on the “lie of the land ” with respect to the surrounding
oceans, dominant winds, and other permanent influences.

In area Australia is about three-quarters that of Europe and contains
(with Tasmania) 2,974,581 square miles. It is characterized by a very uni-
form outline, and by a lower average elevation than thabt of any other
continent.

Both of these factors make for simplicity in the meteorology, for there
are no tongues of water penetrating far into the interior, modifying the
climate as does the Mediterranean in the Euro-African land mass. More-
over, Australia is absolutely devoid of large freshwater areas, and the salty
lakes of Southern Australia do not appear to affect the climate of the
surrounding area.

The average elevation of Australia is probably somewhat under 1,000
feet. Although, as will be seen in Section VIL., the more important positive
land forms such as the Darling, Macdonnell, and Flinders Ranges, the
Blue Mountains and Australian Alps have a great effect on the local distri-
bution of rain, they do not act as primary agents in determining the climates
of Australia. For instance, there is no such marked division as in the wind-
ward wet province of Western U.S.A., or the intramontane dry area of the
Southern Rockies. As will be seen, however, similar types on a smaller
scale are to be recognised in Australia (vide Section VIL.).
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Finally, it may be mentioned that the two chief gaps in the oval outline
of the Continent—the Gulf of Carpentaria and the Great Australian Bight—
would appear to control the movement of the cyclonic disturbances to some
extent, as will be noticed later.

II.—THE SEASONS AND THE MARCH OF THE TEMPERATURE.

The sun reaches the southern limit of his annual movement on 22nd
December or thereabouts. In consequence of a slight lag in the heating
effect, January is, in general, the hottest month in Australia, The-year,
therefore, may be divided as follows :—

Summer.—December, January, and February.
Autumn.—March, April, and May.
Winter—June, July, and August.
Spring.—September, October, and November.

Since Australia extends over so many degrees of latitude, its northern
area obviously comes under the influence of equatorial conditions, where
the four seasons are not so well marked as, for instance, in Europe. Here
the major divisions are the wet and dry seasons. But there is a difference
of 10° between the mean temperatures of January and July, and there is a
remarkable dissimilarity between the muggy conditions in January (when
the heaviest rain for the year falls) and the dry heat of July.

In the south the division of the year into four seasons is well marked,
though over the greater portion of the vear definite wet and dry periods
are still noticeable.

Tue MARCHE OoF TEMPERATURE.

A study of the mean monthly temperature charts shows a marked control
of temperature by latitude, modified, however, by well-defined variations.
These latter may be classed as—

Alpine Cool Loops.
Hinterland Hot Loops.

Let us start in August, when the sun is moving south and approaching
the equinox. The isotherms run almost due east and west, the hottest
region being the north-west coast. A cold loop covering the south-east
corner of Australia is due to the presence of the Australian Alps and Table-
lands of Eastern New South Wales. This factor brings the 50° isotherm
pearly to Dubbo, New South Wales. In September, this region of elevation
is warming and the loop has disappeared, but two hinterland loops have
appeared in the north—one in the north-west, behind the Pearling Coast
{Cossack and Condon), and the other along the N.E. Queensland Coast—whereby
the 70° isotherm is carried far south to Rockhampton. As the months advance,
the north-west loop becomes a closed heated area over the Pilbara Gold-
field (Nullagine, &c.), where all the summer (December, January, February,
and March) a mean temperature of 90° is experienced.
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The north-east loop moves gradually westward and southward during
spring and summer, forming finally a broad warm loop running down from
the Gulf to South-west Queensland. This trend of the loop is no doubt
largely due to the monsoon winds from the north, which characterize the
front of the cyclonic system usually dominating North-west Australia in
summer.

In April and later, the Queensland loop shrinks as the land areas cool,
while the Kosciusko Alpine loop (in the S.E.) advances to its maximum in
July. :

Across Central and South-western Australia the isotherms move equator-
wards in winter, and retreat in summer without losing their east-west direc-
tion. The 75° isotherm moves about 1,200 miles north (as winter approaches)
from January to July, the cooling being quickest in April and May. (It
must be noticed that our meteorological knowledge of the west centre of the
continent is very meagre, and more complete data may indicate looped
isotherms in the remaining quadrant of the continent, though the topography
would not seem to favour such a condition.)

Details of the distribution of temperature, especially with regard to the
State capitals, will be of interest.

January is the hottest and July the coldest month.

The highest temperatures are recorded over the north-western portion
of Western Australia’ (see Fig. 14), where the maximum shade temperatures
have exceeded 100° on 64 consecutive days and 90° on 150 consecutive days,
the mean temperature of the hottest month being 90° and the mean temperature
of the coldest 65°.

'
rsdoyl |

Fie. 14. eyl

Chart showing maximum number of consecutive days with temperature reaching
90° for any one hot speli.
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>

Brisbane experiences the highest annual mean maximum temperature
with 78°; Adelaide and Perth follow with 73°; Sydney, 70°; Melbourne,
67°; and Hobart, 62°. But the extremes take a different order. Adelaide
comes first, with a maximum of 116°; Melbourne, 111°; Brisbane, 109°;

Sydney and Perth, 108°; and Hobait, 105°,
The lowest shade temperatures recorded are as follows :—Melbourne,
7°; Hobart, 27°; Adelaide, 32°; Perth, 35°; Sydney and Brisbane, 36°.

III.—GENERAL VARIATION IN PRESSURE.

At only a few important stations in each State are complete barometric
data available for any length of time. These have unfortunately been taken
out for differing times of the day.

The twelve monthly charts herewith are therefore only approximations,
the data being as follows :—

Number of S aart Time of
gt Stations. feearispBecord: Observations,
Western Australia. . 34 All over 12 years, except Balladonia| 9 a.m. and 3

(9), Wiluna (9), Cape Naturaliste p-m.
(6), and Winning Pool ( o)

South Australia .. 6 All over 15 years A ../ 9 am. and 3
p.m.
Queensland e 10 All over 10 years, except Boulia (9),| 9 a.m.

- Normanton (8), Cunnamulla (7).
and Cooktown (9)

New South Wales 12 All over 15 years 00 .| 9am,

Victoria .. oc 10 FAll over 15 years oc ..|9am., 3pm,
9 p.m. (re-
duced ° to
hourly means)

Tasmania LY 1 Hobart, 40 years .. ..|9 am. and 3

)

The general features of the average monthly isobars as shown on the charts
will be briefly discussed ; but in these charts the curves are necessarily much
smoothed, and many interesting constant local characters can be better in-
vestigated from a much more detailed series prepared for one year. (This is
done for 1910 in later paragraphs.) Some of the charts for the year are
given in figures 29-31.

The annual fluctuations of mean barometric pressure for the State capital
cities is given in the annexed graph (Fig. 23).

In January (midsummer) a depression of a monsoonal nature occupies
North-west Australia. The Antarctic belt of lows reaches to the South
Coast of Tasmania. The warm high land in the south-east appears to give
rise to a col of low pressure separating anticyclonic foci over the Bight and
over the North Tasman Sea. In February, the conditions remain much the
same. In March, the northern low has moved off the continent to the north-
west and the anticyclones have strengthened considerably over the two foei.
In Aprid a closed high is forming over the south-east of the continent, and
elsewhere the isobars run across Australia from west to east. ~
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GRAPHS SHEWING ANNUAL FLUCTUATIONS OF MEAN BRAROMETRIC PRESSURE FOR
THE STATE CAPITAL CITIES.
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EXPLANATION OF THE GRAPHS OF BAROMETRIC PRESSURE.—On the above graphs the lines
representing the yearly fluctuation of barometric pressure at the State capital cities are means for
long periods, and are plotted from the Climatological Tables given hereinafter. The pressures
are shewn in inches on about 24 times the natural scale, and the corresponding pressures in centi-
metres are also shewn in the two inner columns, in which each division represents one
millimetre.

INTERPRETATION OF THE BAROMRTRIC GRAPHS.—Taking the Brisbane graph for purposes of
illustration, it will be seen that the mean pressure on 1st January is about 29.88 inches, and there
are maxima in the middle of May and August of about 30.10 and 30.08 respectively. The double
maxima appear clearly on éach graph.

Fia. 28.

MEAN PRESSURE, APRIL, 1910.




MEAN PRESSURE, JULY, 1910—A TYPE OF MIDWINTER
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MEAN PRESSURE, DECEMBER, 1910—A TYPE OF
MIDSUMMER DISTRIBUTION.
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During winter, in May, June, July, and August, there is a well-marked
area of high pressure centreing in the Western Plains of New South Wales,
with the axis running approximately from Brisbane to Perth. The low-
pressure isobars of 29-90 run parallel to this direction, through Port Darwin,
in the north, and through Tasmania, in the south.

 With the spring the monsoonal bulge from the north- west begins to move
in and split the high pressure region into two—one area lying over Perth and
‘the other over Brisbane.

In November and December the cyclonic area dominates north and west
Australia, gradually concentrating over the intensely hot region around
Pilbarra, Western Australia.

LocAL VARIATION IN PRESSURE.

Full data for the march of the isobars are avaliable for 1910 only, so that
the following brief remarks refer to that year. They amplify the foregoing
account, for very many more stations, giving very characteristic features
to the isobars, are here used.

There is considerable resemblance between the direction of the isotherms
and isobars, both being chiefly controlled by latitude. In January, 1910,
there was a low-pressure area (29°6) situated just south of the Gulf of Car-
pentaria (within the Queensiand kot loop), and another just off the Pearling
Coast (29°6), The remaining isobars ran east and west with a definite ten-
dency to follow the double curve of the south coast, and the maximum
(30-0) appears in the extreme south of Tasmania.

In February the isobars were moving north as the continent cooled. The
two northern loops were well marked over Nullagine (Western Australia),
and Camooweal (Queensland) respectively, but the 30°0” isobars formed
a closed area over the Kosciusko cold loop. In March the isobar 29-7
followed the whole north coast, while 3005 defined the south coast, bending
north, however, over the Kosciusko Alpine area.

As the winter approached the high pressures tended to centre themselves
around Kosciusko, the lower isobars forming around that elevated area.
‘This was especially true in May and June. Then the high-pressure area
spreads westward right across the continent, in July (midwinter) forming a
broad belt between the tropic and the Bight with an average over 30°0 inches.

In August, as the centre of the continent warmed the high pressure re-
treated on Kosciysko from the west and north, and in September the low
pressures (29°85, &c.) invaded Australia by the two hinterland loops of
Pilbara and Carpentaria. In October the isobars had much the same dis-
tribution as in April, though the gradient was steeper in the south-cast, over
Tasmania.

In November the summer conditions began to recur, a low-pressure area
(29°7) forming over the Pilbara area, and the Carpentaria loop runmning
down into Queensland. The highest pressures were now on the New South
Wales Coast, being pushed seawards as the highlands warmed under the
southern sun. The monsoonal condition of Australia was very strikingly
shown n the isobars of December, 1910, when the hot region (frcm the
Pearling Coast to Camooweal, Queensland) was occupied by a belt of low
pressure (29°65) around which isobars were arranged, the highest pressures
being along the south-west coast from Teeuwin to Eucla.
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Tue Patas oF THE HicHs axp Lows.

Here also data are very incomplete except for 1910, but the main features
can be deduced from a study of the tracks of the disturbances in that year.

Australian weather is controlled by three belts of atmospheric eddies.
In the north moving (generally) from west to east, along the Tropic of Capri-
corn, is a procession of low pressure systems which are usually termed mon-

soonal lows.

(The term “ Tropical ” might be less ambiguous, for in winter,

at any rate, there is little akin to monsoonal conditions in Australian low-
pressure areas.)
South of latitude 40° is another series of cyclonic eddies—probably secon-

daries strung along the great low-pressure belt of the Southern Ocean.

are called antarctic cyclones. Between the two lies the belt of anticyclones

These

whose path, as we shall see, swings between latitude 30° and 42°, as the sun
moves south and back again. _

The general tracks of the disturbances are shown on the diagrams, Figs.
32—35 (for 1910), when three facts may be noted in their characteristics,
The tropical belt is much more irregular, the paths being often recurved.
This series is never well developed in winter, the months of April, May, June,
July, and August being generally free from these disturbances.

Statistics for 1910.

.

Anticyclones. Tropicals. Antarctics,
Month, - —— -
No. Remarks, No Remarks. No. Remarks.
January ..| 5 5 |Knot south of} 4
) Hall's Creek (2
on east coast)
‘February 4 6 [Two tropical | 4
storms
March 6 |Of considerable|] 6 |Two of storm| 4 |[Of slight inten-
average inten- intensity in sity
sity Queensland
April 6 3 |Off north coast|{ 8 |Only two note-
(none on land) worthy
May 6 | Greatest intensity| 1 |Over North Tas-|[ 6 |Including two
] : in east, and ten- man Sea of north-west
dency to slow origin
down there also
June 4+ [(Two intense.| 3 |Slight intensity . 6 |Half of cyclone
30-3) - energy
July 7 |Moderate. Tended| 2 |Very slight 5 | Large, slow,
to have axis stormy *© off
north and south-west .
south
August 8 |More energy than| 1 [Low intensity 7 jLess intensity ;.
: July (7 normal rather quicker
track)
September 5 [(Three, 30" 5) 6 |(Two Pilbara),| 5 |(Two, vigorous)
(four  Carpen-
taria)
October ..} 4 |(Two of consider-] 5 |Of slight intensity| 4 |[Of marked
able intensity) energy
November G | Generally slight,| 4 |Very vpersistent.{ 7 |Quick move-
diverged to east Much thunder ment
December 8 10Of feeble inten- 8 | Numerous, but 8 | Numerous. More
sity, except the sluggish rapid

last
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This table shows (as might be expected) that the anticyclones are most
numerous in winter (July and August), and least numerous in midsummer.
The tropical depressions are generally unimportant in winter (May, June,
July, and August), and increase in number as the sun moves south to a
position over the continent. The Antarctic disturbances are somewhat less
‘in evidence at Midsummer. At this period the southern low-pressure belt
has moved southward and its accompanying eddies (the Antarctic V’s or
-ows) do not so often influence Australian weather.

SPEED OF THE DISTURBANCES.

Sufficient data are not yet available for very accurate determinations of
the speed of the disturbances. But one or two points of interest are
-obvious in any set of eddy charts, '

The tropical lows show a marked tendency to “hang” about certain
localities, such as the Pilbara ‘heated area or the region south of the Gulf
of Carpentaria. Examples of ‘ hesitation” over Pilbara occur in the
months of January, November, and December, and over Carpentaria in
‘September, November, and December.

The velocity of the highs and lows across Southern Australia is also
often very irregular. Their rate across the Australian Bight is greater than
that they exhibit over South-western Australia, or over the Bass Straits
area. Probably the frictional resistance is less over the water which in the
Bight is thrust well northward across their path, than over the highlands
in South-eastern Australia ‘and Tasmania. But these velocities vary with
the months. Thus in June, 1910, the lows off the Leeuwin averaged about
360 miles per day; over the Bight about 550 miles, and over Tasmania
about 600 miles per day. In November of the same year the velocity of the
lows showed an average of 830 miles across the Bight, and 500 to the south
of Tasmania.

It must also be noted that it is difficult to fix the position and velocity
of these southern eddies, Their centres lie over water areas often and the
positions can only be deduced approximately from the form of their northern
isobars.

IV.—DOMINANT WINDS.

Some interesting particulars of the dominant coastal winds, which are
more regular than those on land, have been collected from various pubhca-
tions, including the U.S.A. Pilot Charts.

The seas round Australia may be divided into the following regions :—

. Northern or Tropical Region.

. Queensland Coast.

. New South Wales Coast.

. South Australian Coast.

. South-west Coast.

. North-west Coast (Pearling Coasth

O CUk Lo b =
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" The dominant winds in the various months are given in the following

table.

Where, as is often the case, wind.s from one particular octant are the most
numerous, this direction only is given. Where, however, two adjacent octants
are nearly equal, they are both given; and they are also grouped together

under the intermediate direction.

in the whole month.

DoMiNaxT WINDS OoN AUSTRALIAN CoOASTS.

The figures refer to percentages of winds

il 2 3. 4. 5. 6.
S— Northern: | Queensland | New South Southern South-west Ncrth-west
Coast. Coast. Wales Coast. Coasts, Coasts.
3 Coast. :
Cold
Months.
. April 1o B o2 E.S.E.= 70 | Variable .. ] W.SW, = 42 S.E.= 33
E. S.E. = 45 Was=—%22 and variable
S.E. E. =25 S.W. = 20 P
May ..|E E.S.E 72 | Variable .. | Variable and | Variableand | SSE. = 48 and
E S.E. 47 W. S.E. variable -
S.E. E. =25
June E.S. E.S.E.= 55 | 8.W. and Variable S.E.= 45
S.E. = 42 S.E. = 33 variable
E.= 10 B==A22
July .. |E.S.E.= 81 | E.S.E. = 59 | Variable .. S.W. and |S.E.= 35
S,E.= 43 S.E. = 32 variable
E. = 38 =27
August S.E. = 42 E.S.E.= 68 [ S.W. and| Variable and | Variable .. |S. to E. agnd
%E. = 35 variable w. variable
.= 33
September S.E. = 37 S.E.= 68 Variable .. | Variable .. | Variable, S.85.E. = 67
E.= 38 S.E. 8. =.8
S.E.= 30 through S.E. =132
V. to
N.W,
Warm
Months.
October .. [S.E.= 34 E.S.E.= 65 | Variable .. | W. =21 .. |S.
E.= 35 S.
SNES=N30 S,
November.. | S.E. = 40 E.S.E.= 62 | Variable .. | W. and vari- | S.
E 33 able
S = 29
December W.and vari- {E.SSE.= 67 | N\E. and|S.W. and | S.
able E.= 36 variable variable
S, 31
January .. | Variable E.S.E.= 76 | Variable .. | W.S\W.= 39 |8.S.E. = 77 [ S.W. = 30
E.= 46 W, = 2] S.= 43
S.E. = 30 W.= 18 S.E. = 34
February .. | W.and vari- | ES.E. = 66 {N.E.= 20 | S.to W S.=28 ..|S.W.= 81
able E.= 36 variable
S.E.= 30
March .. |ES.E.= 62 | ES.E.= 75 | Variable .. | W.S.W.= 43 | S.S.E. = 74 | Variable
E.= 33 S.E. = 46 W.= 23 B.= 41
SE. =29 |E =29 S.W. = 20 S.E. = 33

Note.—Figures represent percentages of all winds of month.

In this table the months are grouped as cold and warm respectively.
This brings out the paramount importance of the sun’s annual swing in
connexion with the change in direction of the prevailing winds. Of the six
wind regions concerned, three (III, IV, and V) may be classed as variable
and three as steady (I, 11, and VI).

1. The Northern Coast (from Cambridge Gulf to Cape York) may be
discussed first. It is seen that the dominant winds throughout the colder
months (and indeed, except in December, January, and February) are
confined to the south-east quarter. During this period the monsoonal effect
of the Asiatic Massif is controlling Northern Australia. In Midsummer
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(January) the centre of Australia is heated strongly and the winds on the
north coast become much less constant, those from the west predominating.
As the sun moves north again the wind changes to an easterly, and in June
the south-easter is again dominant. It should be remembered that calms
are very prevalent in this region.

2. The Queensland Coast (from Cape York to Brisbane) exhibits some-
what similar changes, but here are the most constant winds in Australia,
for even in summer the wind merely veers from south-east to east. In
January 46 per cent. of the winds are from the east and 30 per cent. from the
south-east. In May 47 pet cent. are from the south-east and 25 per cent.
from the east.

3. The New South Wales Coast.—Here, as might be expected, the winds
are very variable, for the region of the high pressure eddies is reached. Still
there is some differentiation apparent. During midwinter (June, July, and
August) there is, perhaps, a preponderance of south-west winds, due to the
cold elevated area around Mt. Kosciusko. In midsummer (December,
January, February) there is a similar local ““ monsoon” effect, giving rise
to a strengthening of the north-east components. :

4. The Southern Coasts, from Cape Howe to Cape Leeuwin, are on the border
line between the high pressure belt and the region of prevailing westerlies.
The centres of the Antarctic depressions—moving from west to east—lie
considerably south of our coasts; and hence these coasts are controlled by
the north component (upper limb) of these depressions or eddies. Here
the winds are westerly, and this fact probably accounts for the high aggregate
of westerlies recorded in this region, although it is constantly traversed by
circulating systems or cyclones.

5. The South-west Coast, from Cape Leeuwin to North-west Cape.—Here
the winds throughout the year blow chiefly from south and west. A south-
east component is more apparent during midsummer and autumn. The
westerly component enters this region in winter, as the sun moves north
and the southern ° prevailing westerlies ” swing northwards in unison and
affect Western Australia.

The two varying factors of south-east and scuth-west respectively are in
fact but the result of the swing of the trade wind south in summer and of the
westerlies north in winter.

6. The North-west Coast, from North-west Cape to Cambridge Gulf—
This region agrees fairly closely with the northern region. It is dominated
by the south-east trade for eight months, but during midsummer the almost
permanent ““low’ covering the hot Pilbara region in Western Australia
gives rise toa “ monsoon” and the coastal winds swing round from south-east
to south-west. The south-east wind is, however, not so constant as that
off the Queensland Coast, and in autumn (March, &c.) the winds are very
variable. In the north calms are common, and except for the « willy-willies >
storms are rare. '

Tee SouTtH-EAsT TRADE WINDS.

The whole coast of Australia from Perth northward and east to Brisbane
is at times influenced by the South-east Trade, so that a résumé of the move-
ments of this important air current will be of interest.
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In April the coastal winds are practically all S.S.E. or E.S.E. over this
immense stretch of coastline, the only marked deviation being the occurrence
of some S.W. winds (20 per cent. only) off Kimberley. In May, the belt
has moved north to Geraldton, but is otherwise unchanged. In June it
does not extend south of North-west Cape, but is stronger off Kimberley.
In July, August, September, and October, it is practically continuous from
North-west Cape to Rockhampton.

In November, as the sun moves south, the belt extends down to Geraldton.

In December the Australian monsoon causes a break from North-west
Cape to the Gulf of Carpentaria (dominated by west winds), and the South-
east Trade forms a fringe on each side. This hiatus lasts through January
and February, and in the last month the South-east Trade is hardly distin-
guishable on the West Coast. In March, the intervening region of S.W.
winds is confined to the north-west coast, and the trades are again in evidence
south to Perth. i

In April the whole north-west, north, and north-east coasts are controlled
by the trade winds. ~

LAaND AND SEA BrEEZES.

Since so large a portion of the population of Australia lives on the sea-
board, these winds are of great importance. Data are lacking except at the
capitals, but type examples from Perth and Adelaide will serve to indicate
the effect of the diurnal change.

In Fig. 36 the winds throughout the day are averaged for each month
for Perth. (Data for all years to the end of 1911.)

In the first column the average for the month is given. (Here we tend
to get the diurnal extremes neutralizing each other so that the normal wind
of the region is shown.)

Regional Winds at Perth—
South wind .. In October, November, December, and Summer

January
South-east .. In February, March, and April .. Autumn
North-east .. In May, June, and July .. .. Winter
South-west .. In August, September o5 .. Spring

In this locality the invigorating sea-breeze—called the ‘ Doctor”—
blows from the W.S.W. during the afternoon, while a land wind (E.N.E.)
sets in when the land has cooled below sea temperatures in the early morning.

The sea-breeze is most active when the land 18 much warmer than the sea,
s.e., in the summer. The land breeze is most active for similar reasons in
winter.

Thus we see that in winter the two factors (the normal north-east wind
and the land breeze) are assisting each other. Hence the constant N.E.
winds every morning during this season. For the rest of the year the morning
winds are from the south-east, the resultant of the southerly regional wind
and the N.E. land breeze.

The sea breeze absolutely controls the wind direction at Perth in the
afternoon, even in winter, and in the summer not much deflection of the normal
south wind is necessary to bring it into line.



LAND & SEA BREEZES AT PERTH.

laND «~——  YEARS TOEND OFI9Il  SEA —Y
Aver| Mid-| 3 | 6 | 9 3 e
Month age niéhf am | am | am | Noon pm. | pm.
3
§ JAN. T T ) S B 1 f f
- S 5 SE | ESE | ES S | SSW| SsSw
§ SSE.| SSE ESE. | ESE | SSE | SSW |SSw
T ~—\N|/|/
E; SSE. | SSE ESE | E |SSE |SSWw | ssw
~
vg; Arr. | NN e N / /
SE | SE E | E | SE |ssw |ssw
g | May |~ | e 8 bl
s ENE | E | NE | NE |NNE | WSW | SW
e [ LT L~
= NAE. | NE | WNE | ANE | N | waw | wsw
o .
2| Ju / v / wad b
NNE | NE ANE | NNE | NNE | W | wsw
2| Ave. |7\ YA e Nl Pl
§ wsw | SE NE | NE | AW | wsw | SW
= | 4 ¥ /
% | SEP. / ravdvd
sw | s ENE.| NE. | SW |WSW | SW
) Ocv / ) ~ \ / /
S ssw| s ESE | SE | sw | sw | Sw
S| Nov. T | \ \ / / /
3 s | s SE | SE [ ssw | sw |ssw
% 5 g A /
DEec. T \ /
=gl B SE | SE |ssw | sw |ssw

Fi1c. 36.













19

In conclusion it may be noted that there is each day a noteworthy change
in wind direction near noon. ' During the first half of the year (February-
July) this occurs just after noon; in the latter half of the year (August-
January) just before noon.

In Adelaide, much the same phenomena can be noticed. (Fig. 37.)

The normal winds of this region (deduced from the average throughout
the month) are—

South winds .. In summer (January, February, March, April).
North winds .. In winter (May, June, July, August, September).
South-west winds In Spring (October, November, December).

Here the coastline has much the same direction as at Perth. So that the
land breeze is E.N.E. and the sea breeze W.S.W. as before.

It will be noticed that the land wind is very strong in the months of May
and June. It also deflects the normal wind appreciably, but not very greatly
in other months. The sea breeze is not strong in winter, but all the rest
of the year is very important in the afternoon, exercising a strong deflection
in January, February, and March. '

V.—RAINFALL.
DIsTRIBUTION OF RAINFALL.

Australia and Tasmania cover 2,974,581 square miles. Of this total area,
1,045,073 square miles have less than 10 inches per annum on the average ;
651,961 square miles have from 10 to 15 inches; 416,135 from 15 to 20
inches ; 502,929 square miles from 20 to 30 inches; 198,608 square miles
from 30 to 40 inches; and 159,875 square miles have an annual average
rainfall of over 40 inches.

CrIEr RamN-sTorM TyPES AND SEAsoNs oF Raiw,

The rains of Australia fall mainly in connexion with two storm types,
viz., tropical depressions and southern depressions, the latter locally known
as Antarctic depressions.

The former rain-bearing factor operates over twa-thirds of the continent,
roughly, over that portion of Australia lying to the north of a line extending
approximately from Cossack on the North-west Coast to Sydney on the
south-east coast, the rainy season being from December to March inclusive,
and the wettest month, January.

The remaining third of Australia’s area receives its rain principally
through the southern depressions which operate during the autumh, winter,
and spring months, with the heaviest monthly totals i June.

Convectional rains may occur at any season in the interior, and cyclonic
rains visit the east coast in northern parts during the summer onths, and
in the winter and spring months on the Southern or New South Wales coastal
regions.

A considerable amount of anti-cyclonic rain falls over the eastern coastal
districts of the continent at any time of the year, when the recurring high-
pressures pass in high latitudes and are actually centred to the west of
Tasmania. .

RAINFALL—MONTHLY AND SEASONAL DISTRIBUTION.

In a map showing the annual rainfall of the continent the isohyets form
approximately. concentric ovals around the arid centre of the continent.
This arrangement does not, however, mean that the coastal regions are always ’
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wet ; although unfortunately it is true that the interior is nearly always dry.
As we shall see,in each month the region with over 1 inch of rainfall forms a
somewhat “ crescent ”’ shaped area, whose concavity lies toward the centre.
These “ crescents > slowly swing round from north, through east, to south,
and then back again during the year.

Let us now consider the months in some detail.

In January the sun’s heat effect is greatest, and the monsoon is at its
height. The cold Tibetan Plateau and warm centre of Australia act in
unison to produce many on-shore northerly winds in Northern Australia,
and hence an average of } inch of rain falls each day at Port Darwin—
gradually decreasing towards the south. Alice Springs (in the centre) gets
about 1 inch in the month, while south and south-west Australia receive
practically no rain.

In February the rain belt is less intense at Port Darwin, the monthly
fall being 10 inches instead of 15 inches ; but otherwise the distribution over
the continent is much the same.

In March the summer rains have retieated still further north, and the
southern limb of the * crescent ” is beginning to cover the south-west coast.
(The S.E. Trades have given the Queensland coast near Cairns over 20 inches
during each of the three months considered.) 3

In April the winter rains are beginning to be felt along the whole south
coast, though only to the extent of an inch or so during the month. -

In May the southern type of rainfall is in full swing and no rain falls in
the north. The “ crescent ” has now tilted round to face the south and its
two limbs cover the east and west coastal areas.

In June, July, and August, similar conditions obtain; the rain belt
(over 1 inch) having still the shape of a crescent, and covering the coast from
North-west Cape around the south and up the east coast to Cooktown.

September is, perhaps, the driest month in the year; if we consider
Australia as a whole. Only the extreme south-west corner of Tasmania
and the Cordillera region in the south-east have a rainfall of over 2 inches.
The southern rains are now moving south as the sun retraces his path from
his northern limit.

In October there can hardly be said to be a rain belt, for the rain region is
divided into three isolated areas. The northward bulge of the Southern
Ocean in the Bight has severed the winter rain area in two, while in Northern
Territory the summer rains are again creeping southward and are giving
that settlement over 2 inches. For six months (since April) the north-west
coast and York Peninsula have had practically no rain,

In November the winter rains are over. The ‘crescent ” faces toward
the N.E. again, and the monsoonal rains are dominating the north of the
continent. In December the summer rain has 1eached Alice Springs in the
centre of the continent and over an inch has fallen in that region.

Many interesting points in connexion with the origin of the rainfall are
brought out by these monthly charts. They will be discussed briefly in the
next chapter. It will have been noticed that the * crescents’ face north
in summer (Figs. 50, 39, 40), east in autumn (Figs. 41, 42, 43), and south in
winter (Figs. 44, 45, 46), but never occupy the west coast; while the centre
also is never covered by the crescentic monthly rain areas,
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VI.—HUMIDITY AND WET BULB TEMPERATURES.

Except for the head stations, these records are not very numerous or
reliable. An attempt has been made to collect the data for 1910; and the
wet and dry bulb isotherms for midsummer (January) and midwinter (July)
are shown in Figs. 53 and 54.

From the January isotherms, it will be noticed that in the hottest regions -
of Australia, the Pilbara Gold-fields, Western Australia, the humidity is by
no means high.

The following table gives humidity figures for the hottest and coldest
months at various stations. A comparison is interesting.

Station. Relative Humidities.

January. July.
Nullagine o 4 SOLTE N 50 94
Broome o = L5, s 49,
Cossack .5 Al 53 ,, s Bk
Peak Hill K% = 280 b2 s 60 ,,
.Coolgardie g5 B 43 , = %=
Perth .. e 2% Ly o G350
Adelaide N 3 36 ,, g NS
Melbourne ol i 64 ,, = 80 ,,
Sydney o 3 T . i
Brisbane 2% 66 ,, 3%,

From this it will be noted that the humidity reaches only 29 per cent.
at Peak Hill and 35 per cent. in midsummer at Nullagine.

At Broome, further north and on the coast, the humidity is 71 per cent.,
and it increases to 78 per cent. at Port Darwin in January. All down the
east coast the heavy rainfall leads to much greater humidity than on the
west coast. But, as the rainfall decreases rapidly towards the interior, the
region with humidities over 70 per cent. in midsummer is very narrow.

In the chart showing the wet and dry bulb isotherms for July (see Fig. 54)
the north of Australia at this time is experiencing the dry season, so that
high humidities can only occur in the south. Since the average dry bulb
temperature in the southern moiety is only about 50° F., none of these
humidities—though well above 80 per cent. in places—have any deleterious.
effect on health.

Humidity data for the six capital cities are given in the following para-
graph, together with graph relating to the monthly humidity and
temperature :— .

(1) Perth.—At Perth the mean annual humidity at 9 a.m. is 62; the
greatest monthly mean is 83, and is in June; and the lowest,
42, in January.

(2) Adelaide.—At Adelaide the mean annual humidity at 9 a.m.
is only 56; the mean monthly humidity has been as low as.
33 in January and December, and as high as 94 in June.

(3) Brisbane.—In Brisbane the mean annual humidity at 9 a.m. is-
68; the lowest monthly mean recorded is 47, and is in Sep-
tember; and the highest, 85, in the months of March and May.

(4) Sydney.—In Sydney the mean annual humidity at 9 a.m. is 73,
the - greatest monthly average, which occurred in May, 1891,
was 90; whilst the lowest monthly mean, 52, occurred in the-
month of December, 1911,



CHARTS SHOWING HUMIDITY, ALSO WET AND
DRY BULB ISOTHERMS.
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GRAPHS SHEWING ANNUAL FLUCTUATIONS OF MEAN MAXIMUM AND MINIMUM
TEMPERATURE AND HUMIDITY IN SEVERAL PARTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH
OF AUSTRALIA.
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EXPLANATION OF THE GRAPHS oF TEMPERATURE AND HumiDiTy.—In the above graphs, in
which the heavy lines denote ‘ temperature’ and the thin lines "humidity,’ the fluctuations of mean
temperature and mean humidity are shewn throughout the year.  These curves are plotted from
the data given in the Climatological Tables hercinafter. The temperatures are shewn in degrees
Fahrenheit, the inner columns giving the corresponding values in Centigrade degrees. Humidi-
ties have not been obtained for Port Darwin, Daly Waters, and Alice Springs.

For the thin lines the degree numbers represent relative humidities, or the actual percentages
of actual saturation on the total for the respective temperatures.

. The upper temperature line represents the mean of the maximum, and the lower line the
mean of the minimum results; thus the curves also shew the progression of the range between
maximum and minimum temperatures throughout the year. The humidity curves shew the
highest and lowest values of themean monthly humidity at 9a.m. recorded during a series of y-ars.

INTERPRETATION OF THE GRAPHS.—The curves denote mean monthly values. Thus, taking.
for example, the temperature graphs for Perth, the mean readings of the maximum and minimum
temperatures for a number of years on 1st January would give respectively about 83" Fahr. and
62° Fahr. Thus the mean range of temperature on that date is the difference, viz., 21°. Simi-
larly, observations about 1st June would give respectively about 66° Fahr. and 51° Fahr., or a range
of 15°.. : 1

In a similar manner it will be seen that the greatest mean humidity, say for March, is about
62° and the least méan humidity for the month 48°; in other words, at Perth, the degree of satura
tion of the atmosphere by aqueous vapour for the month of March ranges between 62 % and 48 %.

F1a. 55.
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(5) Melbourne.—The mean annual humidity derived from the 9 a.m.,
3 p.m., and 9 p.m. observations in Melbourne is 71 ; the greatest
monthly average, 88, in June and July, 1858 ; and the lowest,
49, in December, 1908.

(6) Hobart.—Hobart’s mean annual humidity at 9 a.m. is 71; the
highest monthly mean, 92, in June; and the lowest, 51, in
February and December.

From the above results it is seen that in respect to relative humidity,
Sydney has the first place, while Hobart, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, and
Adelaide follow in the order stated, Adelaide being the driest. The graphs
shown on Fig. 55 show the annual variations ‘in humidity. It will
be observed that the relative humidity is ordinarily, but not invariably,
great when the temperature is low.

N.B.—For the thin lines (relative humidities), the degree numbers repre-
sent the percentages of possible saturation.

VIL—SPECIAL FACTORS CONTROLLING CLIMATE.

Before considering the vital question of rainfall, which our study of
temperature and barometric changes now enables us to do, it may be well
to glance at two factors of considerable importance in this connexion,

Ocean Currents certainly affect the coastal climates to a great extent,
while the fopography practically determines the local deviations from the
general simple curves of the isohyets around the heart of the continent.

OceEAN CURRENTS.

Sub-dividing the coast into six regions, as in the case of the winds, and
comparing the charts issued for the U.S.A. and British pilots, we get a fair
idea of the variability of the currents in some of these regions.

Northern Coasts.—A fairly constant flow from east to west characterizes
the winter (April, May, June, July, and August). It will not affect the
climate of Northern Australia appreciably. During the rest of the year
east and west currents seem both to occur in coastal waters.

Queensland Coast.—During winter and spring (May-October), there is a
fairly permanent set to the south-east. This brings warmer waters in tem-
perate regions. During summer streams seem to show a tendency to flow
north-westward along the Barrier Reefs.

New South Wales Coast.—Generally a flow to the southward, but varying
especially in midwinter. This has a tendency to warm the coast lands.

South Australian Coast.—A very general westerly drift, but in the Bight
the streams vary considerably, especially in Autumn (February-June).
There is a southern component in this current, so that the result is to cool
the southern shores of Australia.

South-west Coast.—A fairly steady current from the south-west most of
the year. In winter it appears less constant, and during April-July eddies
near the coast, and exhibits a movement to the south. This is a definitely
cool current on the whole.

North-west Coast.—The same condition as along the south-west coast ;
hence a cold-water current occurs, but not so important as further south.
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ToroGrAPHY AND ITS EFFECT ON CLIMATE.

A contour map of Australia shows that the continent is strikingly devoid
of strong contrasts. Three-quarters of the land mass lies between the 600
and 1,500 feet contours in the form of a huge plateau. Of the remainder,
there is a low-lying area comprising the Murray and Lake Eyre Basins,
partly separated by the Flinders and Barrier Ranges, and, secondly, a fringe
of land with an elevation of 2,000 or 3,000 feet, culminating in 7,000 feet at
Mt. Kosciusko, extending through Victoria, Eastern New South Wales, and
Eastern Queensland. Isolated elevated areas such as the MacDonnell and
Musgrave Ranges in Central Australia, and others in Ashburton, Kimberley,
Arnhem Land reach 3,000 or 4,000 feet, but are usually of the nature of
bulges on the surface of the plateau rather than true mountain ranges.

Surrounding the central dry area of Australia, the isohyets describe
almost concentric curves, any modifications being almost entirely due to varia-
tions in elevation. Thus, the Darling Ranges to a great degree account for
the excellent rainfall of the south-west corner of Australia. The Flinders
Range (South Australia) and Australian Alps in the south-east have heavier
rainfalls than the surrounding tracts owing to their cooling effect on the air
currents. Along the eastern elevated margin of Australia every ridge between
large river valleys accounts for a somewhat greater rainfall. Examples of
the latter type are the Peak Range and Darling Downs in Queensland. Where
the eastern ranges of Northern Queensland (Bellenden Ker, 5,000 feet)
obstruct the South-east Trade Winds, there occurs the heaviest rainfall
(165.58 inches) in Australia. In Western Tasmania there is a superfluity of
rain for similar reasons, though here, the constant *stormy westerlies ™
play the part of water bearers:

A brief notice may be devoted to the south-east corner of Australia where,
in only 15 per cent. of the total area, no less than 85 per cent. of the popu-
lation of the continent dwells. Here the contours have been very approxi-
mately charted and the occurrence of alternating areas of a drier and wetter
type than normal is a very interesting and marked feature. In the map
shown on Fig. 56, it will be noticed that the so-called Dividing Range in the
south consists really of five or six more or less disconnected * massifs.” In
the north is the largest of all—The New England Plateau. Then a broad low
gap (near Cassilis), of much physiographic importance, and hence specially
named a Geocol, separates the first massif from the Blue Mountain massif.
Another geocol around Lake George is the northern boundary of two well-
marked mountain areas. These latter—the Snowy and Tindery Ranges—are
separated by a long north-south fault valley, or subsidence area, which has
been named the Australian Rift Valley, with its summit at the Cooma Geocol.

The Snowy Mountains continue as the Bowen Mountains in Victoria,
and are separated from the more eastern massif (the Barry Mountains) by
the Omeo Geocol. At Kilmore the cordillers practically finishes, though
a well-marked low plateau near Ballarat prolongs the main divide to the
westward.

If we now consider the distribution of rainfall, we shall recognise how"
closely it is bound up with this alternation of a highland and geocal.
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This is perhaps shown most graphically in a table :—

Name. Height, Rainfall,
Wet New England Plateau . 13,000 ft. + 3040 in.
Dry Cassilis Geocol t .. 11,000-2,000 ft. 20-30 in.
Wet  Blue Mountain area .. . 13,000 ft, -+ 30-40 in.
Dry Lake George Geocol .. 2,000 ft. 20-25 in.
Wet Tindery Range 3,000-5,000 ft. 25-30 in.
Dry Cooma Geocol .. 12,000-3,000 ft. Under 20 in.
Wet Snowy Ranges .. 13,000-7,000 ft. Over 50 in.
Dry Omeo Geocol .. 12,000-3,000 ft. 20-30 in.
Wet Barry Mountains . | 3,000-5,000 ft. Over 50 in.
Dry Kilmore Geocol 1,200 ft. 25 in.
Wet Ballarat Uplands 2,000 ft. 30 in.

One or two other isolated areas deserve brief mention. The noticéable
effect (in the far West) of the comparatively low Grampians and Cape Otway
Ranges on the rainfall is very evident. The latter, though less than 2,000
feet high, lead to precipitations of over 50 and at a few stations nearly
80 inches annually, Near Geelong is one of the peculiar locally dry areas,
due no doubt to its occupying a low-lying situation, sheltered from north,
south, and north-west winds.

A similar occurrence of heavy rainfall (50 inches) on the insignificant
Gippsland Hills (1,000-2,000 feet) seems to have robbed the atmosphere
of the moisture due to the more eastern regions around Sale. The latter has
5 inches less rainfall than the rest of Eastern Victoria.

We have noticed the dry belt in the Omeo regién, and the similar but,
larger dry belt in the Cooma Valley (The Rift). Behind Sydney is a very
interesting patch extending from Picton to the Emu Plains, with less than
30 inches. This area lies between the Blue Mountains and the highlands
about Bowral and Moss Vale. The former intercept the westerly rains, the
latter those coming from the south-east.

The voleanic ranges of the Wartumbungles and Nandewars also give rise
to considerable increase in the rainfall in the vicinity.

Similar relations of great local importance must necessarily obtain in the
other regions of the continent, but absolutely no data of the contours is avail-
able for the comparison.

VIII.—CHIEF CLIMATIC REGIONS.

Our study of the chief weather elements has shown us that Australia has
not one general climate, but contains within its vast area several types of
climate. They may be classified according to many factors ; such as amounts
of rainfall, seasons of rainfall, dominant winds, topography, &c., &c. A
combination of the first two criteria seems to furnish the best primary
division, while the less important factors will determine the secondary
subdivision.
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The proposed scheme may be tabulated as follows :—
Australia.
Wet Region.
Dry Region. (Over 10 inches).
(Under 10 inches). !

Northern Moiety Southern Moiety Monsoon Region Uniform rains Winter rains
(Summer rain)  (Winter rain) (Summer rains)

| |
(Subdivision)  (Subdivision)
E. Coast Trade Autumn Maxi-
Wind Region mum Region

These subdivisions are shown in Fig. 58.

Moxsoox REGION.

This comprises the whole of Australia north of the Tropic of Capricorn.
together with Southern Queensland and the north of New South Wales,
The heaviest rains are in January and February. They are directly due to
the indraught caused by the heating of the centre of the continent. This
leads to the formation of a locus of low pressure (monsoonal depression)
in Northern Australia, and the ascending winds are cooled and deposit their
water vapour in heavy rain storms and thunder showers.

Over the greater portion of the area the winter is usually quite dry, and
practically the whole of the rain falls in three or four months. But in
the east, owing to two special controls, the rain is much more abundant and
uniform. Along the Queensland coast the land rises to considerable heights,
and there is a very permanent onshore wind—the South-east Trade. This
leads to a rainfall of over an inch each month in the winter, while the rest
of the summer rain region is receiving nothing. It seems worth while
therefore to separate this eastern fringe as a subdivision of the summer
rain (or monsoon) region.

Meteorological data are given in the following table for type stations in
this region:—

Station. State. Height. Deseription.
Feet.

Broome .. | Western Australia.. 63 | A coastal town, subject to hurricanes.

Hall’s Creek .. | Western Australia.. | 1,225 |An inland mining township (200
miles from coast)

Darwin .. | Northern Territory s Capital of Northern Territory (on
the coast)

Daly Waters .. | Northern Territory A An inland settlement on Overland
Telegraph (00 miles from coast)

Cloncurry .. | Queensland s 696 | An inland town (200 miles south

3 from Gulf of Carpentaria)

Charleville .. | Queensland R 975 | A town in South Queensland (300
miles from the Pacific coast)

*Harvey Creek .. | Queensland i ot A coastal town with heaviest rain-

- fall in Australia (25 miles south of

Cairns)

Brisbane .. | Queensland % 137 | Capital of Queensland ; in the south-
east, about 10 miles up the Es-
tuary

N.B.—As pressure and temperature normals are not available for Harvey Creek those for Cairns
have been substituted.









“PWUNU PUY BWIXBW JO SUBLW OUJ, «

9G 8-89 ¥-0L €-8L | 8-69. | 1-99 | ¢-09 [ 0-8¢ 0-09 | .79 | G-0L | §FL | 9-9L G- LL | T puwsueend) ‘Quuqsig
8 0-9L | €18 | G-8L | 9L | 0-€L | 0-0L | 869 | 4-0L | 9-6L | T-LL | L-6L | I.18 | L-18 |°° < puEsuseny ‘sUIre)
0t £-89 v-08 | ¢-LL | 9-TL | 8G9 | 9-9¢ | 1-1¢ | L-€¢ | 1-09 | L-89 T-9L | L-08 | 6-C8 |~ PUB[SUIONY) ‘SfIAINIY)
Gl 1-LL 0-88 %-¢8 ¢-G8 8- L 0-L9 g-19 ¥ 0-14 8-LL | «I-88 0-¢8 S SllEn ** puysueand) ‘Armouol)
L V- 08 1-88 G- 8% 1-98 8-6L L-GL 9-89 1-0L L-vL G-08 8-68 g-¢8 6-98 £3031330], UIBYYION ‘s103mAY Aje(L
Lg 9-68 §-48 L-¢8 c-48 | 0-¢8 | V-64 G-LL | €LL | 8-18 G-18 G-¥8 | 9.8 | 0-348 £10)1a30, UISIION ‘UIMIT(T
¥I 0-8L 0-L8 6-98 | ¥-€8 G- 9L 0-69 | L-¥9 | 9-99 | 8-0L L-LL | 9-88 | 9-98 | 0-L8 | ®Ieusny uiojsopy oa1) s fivH
91 8-6L 668 9-¥8 0-18 0-LL v-GL €-0L G 1L ¥-9L 1-€8 ¥-4a8 ¥-98 688 i RI[BIPSNY UGS 4] ‘swooag
o o o Q o o o o o o o o o -
4 y b & | & = y K
iz : g 3 z g g Y N = & g £ “wonuls
: i SR L3
x 2enaadu,
NOIDAY NIVY YEWWAS ¥HL 40 SEIA ],
*SUOIRAL95(0 *uL'd ¢ PUB *WI'B ¢ JO SUBLW 9} 318 8I3YF0 oY) ¢ A[UO BUOIJBAIIEYO "UL'E § 03 19JAI SUCIY¥)S PUB[SUINY 10] S[BILIOL YT —dION |
9% |980-05 | €36-63 [ £00-0€ | 970-0€ | LLO- 08 [ 381-08 | 80L-08 [ SOT- 0% | 8ET-0F | £80-0€ |886-63 | L3663 {868-65 | Tt pusjsuaard ‘oungsug
6 | ¥86-6G| 0¥8-65 | 086-63 | £00-0E | £50- 08 | 870- 08 [ 830- 08 | 030- 08 | L0O- 0 | £66-65 | 92863 | 50863 [ 36L-6G | * T pursueo ) ‘suare)
6 |830-08}L98-65 [026-63 | [$0- 08 |960- 08 [SIT-03 [ OLT-08 | I8T-0€ | 691-0€ | #L0- OF | 8€6-6 | vL8-65 [ S18-6T | * Pur[sUIALY DIIAITY)
3l |9G6-63 | €8L-63 |998-63 | 7€6-63 |600- 08 | 9L0- 08 | 280- 08 | LLO- OF | 3¥0- 08 | 8¥6-6T | €38 65 | 99L-68 | P1L-63| * 1 PUV[SUROLY ‘Adanduol)
1€ |908-65 | L3L-63 | 08L-63 |638-63 [ P98-67 | 968-65 | L68-65 | 18863 | 19863 | 96L 65| 9¥L-6G |OIL 65 [ 10L-6G| *  AI0jruio], UISYIION ‘uimiv(
¢l |698-63| 3FL-63 |88L-63 |£98-63 |916-63 | 386-63 [9T0-08 [ 310- 08 | 38663 | 068-6G | L8L 67 | LEL-6G | 0FL-65 | * BUBNSNY WIS Y391 8 [V
SI | 9¥8-63 | 8¥L-63 |33L-63 | 098-62 |306-63 | [96-67 | 396-63 | 09665 | 036-63 | LFR- 63 |8GL-65 | 16L-63 | [3L-65| " BI[RAISNY UL ‘OW001g]
soYdU] | 89 [9U] | "SOTIY | "SI | "Saqory | 'sayduy | 'sapouy | soyouy [ seyouy | -sevouy | ‘seyouy | -soypuy | seyony
<2 ] i =} g b o = = > =" v &
S B BRI R S R RS o s AR S
g E 2 E 5 g g : : ) = F g g monwg
Lrounssaurg :

*NOIDHY] NIVY HAKWOS EHL 40 SEIX]






29

Dry REGION.

This is bounded somewhat arbitrarily by the 10-in. annual isohyet.
Two areas within the tract as plotted have more than 10 inches—in the
north-east, the highlands of the MacDonnell Ranges, and in the north-west
the Peak Hill Gold-field.

These two relatively wet areas may be related with the two favorite
paths of the tropical “lows’; which often curve southward and south-
eastward over Pilbara and Western Queensland respectively.

Owing to lack of information the northern boundary of the dry region
cannot be accurately plotted, so that the line given—from Winning Pool to
Barrow Creek—will, no doubt, need considerable revision later. Although
the scattered rains of the noith fall chiefly in January, and of the south in
May and June, this variation does not determine the type of vegetation
which is almost wholly controlled by absence of rain (xerophilous), and not
by the season when it falls, The dry region, which consists mainly of an
undulating tableland 1,000-3,000 feet high, forms therefore a united whole.

If the isohyets for 0°5 inches are plotted in each month (not shown in
Figs. 39 to 50), the MacDonnell Ranges are seen to form an “oasis” in the
arid region. In May, June, October, and November, when the districts not
only south but east (Sturt’s Desert, &c.) are receiving less than half-an-inch
-this region of uplands (3,000 feet) is favoured by more rainfall. Possibly
the Musgrave Ranges—which are said to reach 5,000 feet (Mt. Woodrofte,
5,230 feet), also benefit in a similar degree, but no data are available.

The driest region so far furnished with rain-gauges lies east and north-
east from Lake Eyre, where less than 5 inches is the average annual
rainfall. This minimum rainfall is coincident with the lowest elevation,
Lake Eyre being actually below sea-level, 39 feet.
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INTERMEDIATE REGION oF UNIFORM RAINS.

In our description of the monthly rainfall we saw that the distribution
areas were shaped like crescents. The summer rain crescent includes Northern
Australia and South-eastern Australia; the winter rain crescent includes
South-western Australia and South-eastern Australia. In other words, the
two crescents do not meet in the north-west—so far as any but light rains
are concerned—but overlap in the south-east. Hence the central coastal
aridity in Western Australia, and the region of wuniform monthly rainfall in
Hastern Australia.

The latter region is a somewhat triangular ared reaching from Wilcannia
east to the coast at Port Macquarie, and south-east to Albury and thence
to Melbourne. A reference to the following tables shows that Dubbo is
the typical station, for, as already noted, it has just under 2 inches of rain-
fall each month of the year. Cobar and Wilcannia to the north-west and
Goulburn and Delegate to the south-east are also on the axis of uniformity.
To the north-east the summer rains grow proportionately greater—though a
considerable amount of rain falls all the winter. To the south-west the
Juneé maximum becomes very evident—and West or South-wést from the
Grampians the winter rainfall is more than double that of summer.

6" May 1912

Low

RSN :
TSV |

2 7% May 1912

Rain - FZA

Fie. 59.
Anticyclone causing south-easterly winds and rain in coastal district of New South Wales.

C.4810. B
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Furthermore, along the coast from Port Stephens to Ulladulla is an
“enclave ” of autumn rains. This includes Sydney, and forms a narrow
coastal strip with heavy rains in February, March, April, May, and June,
and moderate rains in the remaining months. An explanation of this is
suggested in the following paragraphs, based on conditions in 1912.

During these autumn months the anticyclones move along latitudes of
about 35° 8. (In midwinter this path is along 28° and in midsummer
along 42°. 1In spring the paths are much the same as in autumn.)

About once a week during the autumn months of 1912 this coastal strip
experienced rains, while the rest of New South Wales was dry. This rain
generally accompanied south-east on-shore winds, in the front and north of
a high, as shown in Fig. 59. Out of nineteen examples of this type of rain
distribution, in autumn, 1912, no less than fifteen occurred when the “ hegh ”
was-centred about the Bass Straits. (Roughly, between Mst. Gambier and
Gabo.)

Meteorological data for the following stations is given in the tables :—

5 Distance
- Town. State. Height. from Description.
Coast.
& Feet. Miles.

Wilcannia New South Wales 267 300 |Aninland town in the Western
Plains

Dubbo .. [ New South Wales 870 200 |On the western slopes of the
Divide

Newcastle .. |New South Wales A .. Coastal town near boundary of
uniform regions and autumn
rains

Sydney .. | New South Wales 146 3d Capital, on the coast, with
autumn maximum

Moruya .. | New South Wales . e Coastal town in the south

Yass .. {New South Wales | 1,650 100 On the western slopes of the
Divide

Kiandra .. |New South Wale 4,640 100 |Highest town in Australia

Sale .. | Victoria o o 3 Coastal town in drier region of
Gippsland

Melbourne .. | Victoria i 115 ¥ Capital, at south-west corner of
uniform region

Hobart .. |Tasmania o2 160 35 Capital, on south-east of island
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Winter RAiN REGION.

This region consists of a belt along the south coasts of Australia.
It may be subdivided into four sections on geographical grounds, though
the meteorology does not differ so much as might be expected—

(1) The south-west corner or Westralia Felix.
(2) The Bight Littoral.

(3) South Australian gulfs, Western Victoria, and the Riverina,
New South Wales.

(4) Tasmania (except the south-east).

In these areas there is a strong maximum of rainfall in June, especially
in the west. Along the Australian Bight the area receiving mere than
10 inches is extremely narrow. The effect of the Flinders Range, which
lies athwart the westerly winds, in improving the rainfall of South Australia
is very strikingly shown. Probably the long “ Rift” Gulf immediately
to the west also tends to increase the rainfall hereabouts. In Victoria, the
rainfall becomes more uniform towards the north-east.

Along the west coast of Tasmania is a region, unique in Australia, where
a superabundance of rain has almost prohibited settlement. There are
practically no inhabitants in the south-west region, which is very rugged
country covered with an almost impenetrable scrub. The rainfall reaches
115 inches per year on the highlands behind Macquarie Harbor, and is there-
fore only exceeded at Harvey Creek and neighbouring stations in North
Queensland.

Around Hobart is a small region having a much more uniform rainfall
with a spring maximum.

Meteorological data for the following stations will indicate how the ele-
ments vary in the Winter Rain Region :—

Town. State. Description.

Perth .. .. | Western Australia.. | Capital. On Melville Water, 10 miles from
ocean

Esperance .. | Western Aus’ralia.. | On the south coast

Eucla .. © .. | Western Australia.. | On the coast, at the head of the Great Austra-

lian Bight

Port Augusta .. | South Australia .. | On the coast, at the head of Spencer’s Gulf

Adelaide .. | South Australia .. |Capital. On the east coast of St. Vincent’
Gulf

Robe .. .. | South Australia .. | On the coast, in the south-east corner of South

. Australia

Albury .. | New South Wales In the Eastern Riverina, 542 feet above sea-
level

Launceston .. | Tasmania .. | On the Tamar Estuary, and 30 miles from the
sea
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ComparIsoN OF CrimaTic REGIONS.

Each of the four or five main divisions of Australia which have been
described in the foregoing can be paralleled by simlar regions in other parts
of the world. These are briefly summarized in the following table (based
on Herbertson and Koepper) :—

Australian. Extra-Australian.

1. Summer rain region s .. | Sudan, Brazil (like the wetter north portion);
and South Siberia and Argentine (like the
drier south-east portion)
1a. North-east coast (trade wind region)| Florida, South China coast

2. Dry region .. | Kalahari, Atacama, Sahara, Arizona

3. Uniform rain region oo .. | Uruguay, Cape Colony (south-east) :
3A. Autumn maximum 3 .. | Eastern U.S.A.,Natal, South-east Brazil

4. Winter rain region 4 -+ | Cape Colony (west), Chili, California, and Medi-

terranean lands

IX.—CHARACTERISTICS OF DROUGHT YEARS IN AUSTRALIA,

As would naturally be expected, years drier than normal in Austraha
are, in general, years with air pressure above normal, and wice versd.
A comparison of the barometric and rain records for the various capital
cities bears this out, though in some cases with only moderate emphasis.
For example, Melbourne gives 30 cases in favour of this rule and 24
against it. Sydney, 36 for, 18 against; Brisbane, 20 for to 5 against;
Adelaide, 40 for to 15 against ; Perth, 28 for, 9 against ; and Hobart, 22 for,
and 18 against. The probability of this rule holding seems to vary with the
latitude, being greater as the tropic is approached. = Thus the probability
that this will be so, for Hobart is *55, for Melbourne °56, for Adelaide
73, for Sydney <66, for Perth -76, and for Brisbane °80.

Confining attention to the“period since 1880, the information for previous
years being rather too scanty for any adequate review of their peculiarities,
the principal drought years affecting the inland areas of South Australia,
Victoria, and New South Wales, were 1881, 1884, 1885, 1888, 1895, 1896,
1897, 1899, 1902, 1907, and 1911. In considering drought years, attention
is directed rather to the feilure of the rains during the critical periods for
grass and crops, which may be taken as extending from lst April to 3lst
October. The small annual rain totals for all but one of these constituted
them drought years in any case, the exception, and a very remarkable one,
being 1911, which, if the total rainfall alone is considered, stands out as one
of the wettest years on record for Victoria, owing to two tremendous rain-
falls in February and March. From July onward it was extremely dry,
as were also the first five months of 1912. The years 1884 and 1885 were
not universally bad, the former being very dry only in the eastern States,
and the latter in South Australia.

The following tables show for Melbourne and Adelaide the mean pressure
and temperature departures from the normal for each month of these years.
As may be seen from these, considering the year as a whole, for Melbourne,



41

8 out of the 11 years are above normal pressure, and a similar proportion
below normal temperature. The Adelaide records agree as regards pressure,
but disagree altogether as regards temperature, only 4 out of the 11 being
years colder than the average.

From a seasonal forecast point of view, the Melbourne temperature
figures for the first three months are very interesting, and suggest the possi-
bility of using them to forecast the character of the following nine, no less
than 25 out of 33 being below the average. The Adelaide temperatures
suggest a similar possibility, though not so strongly, only 20 of them being
below and 13 above normal. ~As regards pressure, Melbourne suggests nothing,
but Adelaide shows 23 above to 10 below normal for the first three months.

Similar data for Alice Springs show that, as at Adelaide, pressure and tem-
perature are generally above normal for the drought years as a whole.
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As the years 1888 and 1902 stand out beyond all others as drought years,
a comparison between the two may be instructive. It is worth noting, to
begin with, that the former was sandwiched between years of excessive
rainfall, but that the latter was the culmination of a long stretch of years
with low average rainfall which began in 1895. The year 1888 was charac-
terized by extreme simplicity in weather types, there being scarcely any depar-
ture from the normal type. Pressures were higher than normal throughout
the year in Melbourne and Adelaide, except in July, and expecially so in
the Spring months. The low pressure systems were almost entirely of ““ Ant-
arctic  type, there being few inland rains of tropical origin, even in summer,
and during the seven winter months—April to October—practically no rains
due to tropical incursions of low pressure systems. Cyclonic developments
from ‘“ Antarctic ” low pressures were absolutely wanting during the whole
year, the tendency being towards a succession of high-pressure systems
on the mainland, and low-pressure systems with centres far to southward
passing along the south coast line. TFor the year as a whole, the departures
from the average mean pressure were very large throughout Australia, averag-
ing four-hundredths of an inch in excess at the six capital eities.

The year 1902 was also marked by pressures much above normal, but in
other respects differed very strikingly from 1888. In 1888, the depressions
followed one another over the southern waters with but little hindrance and
without making many inroads upon the high-pressure systems upon their
equatorial sides ; in 1902, at all events during the five critical months, April
to August, high-pressure systems were continually being built up over
Tasmania and South-eastern Australia, apparently through the agency of
large cyclonic depressions operating over Tasman Sea or New Zealand, many
of which were of tropical origin. The result upon storm systems approaching
from the west was generally disastrous; some were deflected too far south
to affect Eastern Australia; some seemed to die out before arrival, and some
were converted into feeble cyclonic circulations, which had httle rain-pro-
ducing effect. The last two months in both years were, however, a good
deal alike, in that depressions of tropical origin became frequent ; possibly
owing to the approach of improved conditions.

The pressure excesses at the different capitals for the years 1902 were
almost as large as in 1888, and bear out to some extent the tendency for high-
pressure systems to form over Tasmania.

This would suggest two main dry weather types :—

(a) High and low-pressure belts maintaining their respective latitudes,
with little tendency to departure from normal position—
probably the result of a general lack of humidity in the atmos-
phere. Of this, 1888 is most typical.

(6) Unfavorable location of high-pressure systems over South-Eastern
Australia and Tasmania, co-incident with the operation of great
storm systems over Tasman Sea and New Zealand, and a
tendency to the formation of slow-moving feeble cyclonic
circulaticns advancing from the westward. This was most
characteristic of 1902.
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Examination of the weather charts of other drought years shows that they
partake more or less of the characteristics just defined. For example, the
winter months of 1899, showed a very decided tendency to the pressure
distribution of 1902, though tropical cyclonic storm systems off the east
coast of New South Wales were much more pronounced, with the result
that the coastal rains there were well above the average for that year; 1895
resembled 1888, but the * Antarctics’ were stronger; 1896 favoured the
1902 type, but the tendency to cyclonic development was much greater;
1897 also tended to resemble 1902, but with occasional departures to the
other type. The years 1907 and 1911 do not show any special likeness to
any drought years, and seem to have been dry from various causes; 1907
can hardly be taken as a typical drought year, inasmuch as the truly drought
conditions were limited to the eastern States in area, and to the spring months
in time. The great deficiency was in September and October, the previous
shortage not being very serious. A study of the Weather Charts for these
two months reveals two tendencies, one of which, at all events, tends to
relate their pressure distribution to that of 1888, the southern circulation
being of pronounced westerly type. This is shown by a decided tendency
to flattened ““ A » depressions, so that winds in front of a storm would be
more from north-west than north-east and in rear from west than south.
This was probably due to exceptional rapidity of eastward storm movement,
n higher latitudes, an idea suggested by the frequency with which monsoonal
troughs in connexion with Antarctic storms were given a north-west to
south-east lie. The charts of 18th and 19th October are typical of these
conditions, and are distinct dry spring types. These show a high-pressure
system pressing eastward over the head of the bight. This is a very un-
favorable sign for rain over southern parts, as it has the apparent effect
of cutting off trough connexion with the tropical low-pressure belt, and,
in addition, means the establishment of anticyclonic conditions over south
coastal areas. It is characterized by persistent westerly winds over southern
waters. The spring of 1909 is another good example of this tendency and was
similarly dry. The type exemplified in Figures 66 and 67 may be regarded
as a special one characteristic of dry weather in spring, as it most frequently
occurs between August and December.

Another special type, which does not seem inconsistent with a moderately
humid condition of the atmosphere and yet often causes prolonged dry spells
over the inland portions of South-eastern Australia, is that already mentioned
as of frequent occurrence in 1899. Here high pressures tend to centre over
Tasmania, or to form an elongated system extending from Southern New
Zealand to Tasmania, and thence towards Central Australia. The apparent
cause of this arrangement practically always seems to be a cyclonic storm,
usually of tropical origin, located on its northern side, and often off the
New South Wales coast line, along which the rainfall is generally very heavy
owing to the upthrust given by seaward slopes to the strong south-easterly
winds in the south-west quadrant of the cyclone. Inland areas do not
benefit appreciably, and as these systems tend to persist for several days at
a time, and seem not only to prevent the advance of rain-bearing storms
from the west, but to destroy their energy, the occurrence of a number of
them during the rainy season may have a very appreciable effect in lessening
the inland rainfall. See charts for 12th August, 1899, and 28th September,
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1909. Figures 68 and 69. The tendency to this distribution was very
pronounced during the seven winter months of 1899, and in particular
during the months of July and August, when the inland rains were very
scanty.

In the following table the years are arranged in two sections—(a) and (b)—
representing the two most distinct drought types, and the barometric depar-
tures from the normal for the whole year at the various capital cities are also
given to show how far these support the classification.  As will be seen, they
do this fairly well :—

DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL ANNUAL AIr PrESSURE.

Year. Hobart. Melbourne. Sydney. Brisbane. Adelaide.
Type (a).
1888 o &0 +-029 ++060 + 053 +-039 4051
1895 N - s - 004 ++010 —-001 +-009
1907 e --035 — 017 + 007 - 013 - 015
Type (b).
1902 + 058 +-029 + 032 + 020 +-033 ;
1896 +-021 +-016 +-017 +-009 +-018
1897 + 032 +-007 +-015 + 007 + 015
1899 + 041 + 020 + <020 + 010 +-023
1911 +-022 —-009 —-008 —-012 [ —-001

The weather charts, Figures 60-62, illustrate the 1888 type, and Figures
63-65 show some typical of 1902 pressure distribution.

VARIATION OF THE WINTER RAINFALL OVER NORTHERN VICTORIA WITH
Mean PrRESSURE AND PRESSURE Rances (1887-1911).

A detailed study of the relation between the inland rains over Victoria,
the mean air pressure at Melbourne and the extreme pressure ranges as shown
during the passage of storm systems over Victoria during each month, gave
the following results for the seven months, April-October inclusive.
¢ Agreement ” in the case of mean pressure requires departuresfrom normal
opposite in sign to those from rainfall, and in the case of pressure ranges the
same sign with those for rainfall :—

» -3

oy R PR T SRl ol I T

L e A S S0 (B 3

Mean Pressure f Agreement 12 16 15 16 17 13 12
Disagreement| 10 9 i 9 8 11 11

Pressure Agreement 12 19 11 18 17 12 11
Ranges Disagreement| 13 6 14 7 8 13 14

This shows a certain tendency for the rainfall to vary inversely with the
mean monthly pressure, but it is not a very pronounced one for the first
and last two months of the series, and seems to be more especlally a winter
relationship.
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The tendency for the rainfall to vary directly with the range of pressure
is also evident, but the balance of probability that this will be so is even less
than in the preceding case. In May, July, and August large pressure ranges
favour increased rainfall ; the other months are almost indifferent.

VARIATIONS IN RAINFALL wITH STORM TYPES.

The winter rainfall of Australia, or, at all events, that of its southern
portion, occurs in connexion with barometric depressions of various types
which may be classified as follows :—(1) Antarctic V-depressions, 7.e., storms
the centres of which pass too far south to be indicated by closed isobars
and which, in many cases, seem to be of such vast extent that they may
almost be regarded as portions of the great southern low-pressure belt. If
rain-producing inland their northern isobars take the form of inverted
“Vs,” though some may open out to northward so as to define a barometric
trough running well into the interior of the continent, or even connecting
with the tropical low-pressure belt. (2) Antarctic cyclones, circulatory
systems originating over southern waters and passing from the Bight over
South-eastern Australia, or through Bass Straits. (3) Tropical depres-
sions shown isobarically by (a) dips southwards from the tropical low-pressure
belt into a high-pressure system south of or over southern parts of the
continent ; (b) troughs connecting with and originating in the tropical low-
pressure belt ; (c) cyclonic systems of tropical origin.

Tropical depressions when well developed are much the most productlve
of good inland rains, and judging by their cloud circulation are caused by
southward flows of the atmosphere of wide extent and considerable depth.
The first form of depression, however, “Antarctic disturbance,” is much
the most frequent in winter, and when it is supplemented by trough-develop-
ment extending well into the northern interior brings much rain to the
inland areas of South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and even
Queensland. But, in general, the absence of cyclonic development indicates
a dry season even though the ““ Antarctics” themselves are of considerable
intensity.

In the following table is shown for the several winter months the average
rain per storm received over Northern Victoria when (a) all the storms are of
simple Antarctic type ; (b) when some of the storms experienced were cyclonic
in form or tropical in origin; also the monthly rainfall when (A) all the
storms were Antarctic; and (B) when some were cyclonic or of tropical
origin. This method of grouping is adopted owing to the impossibility at
present of determining the rainfall for each storm separately :—

April May. June July. August. September.
. o % ] %
g [ Bt ) [ <o & ) £ E @ bt L
e |48 | ae |28 [As | 28 |85 |28 | 2s |28 |23 | 28
Pts. Pts. Pts. Pts. Pts. Pts.
{a) .. ..] 56 | 19 } 20 | 31 | 35| 57 | 57| 38 | 12 | &1 31} 20
) .. ..} 62 ] 43 ) 72 | 52 | 71| 60 | 8 | 34 |130 | 31 132] 26
Average Monthly Rain.

4) T 831 .. 125 23018 % 156f .. 205| .. |126
(B) N A 204] .. 2181 =% 264] .. 180| .. 182 I 174




TENDENCY TO ISOBARIC DISTRIBUTION NOTICEABLE
IN DRY SPRINGS.

18%0cr. 1907 19" 0cr: 1907

EAST COAST CYCLONES
favouring heavy East Coast Rains, but Dry Spells Inland.

12"4ug.1899 28"Sep.1909

CONTRASTED TYPES
showing increased rain production inland when “Antarctic”
is supplemented by Trough connection with Tropical Low

Pressures.
(@) Wet Ohart—Tropical influence pronounced, (%) Dry Chart—Tropical influence absent.
31" May 1909 6" Sep. 1907

Nore.—Shading shows where rain fell during previous 24 hours.
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As will be seen from the table, those months in which air circulation
departs from the simple Antarctic type are in general the most rainy. August
certainly seems to be an exception, but this may be partly explained by the
fact that only three months of August, in which all storm systems were
‘ Antarctic,” occurred during the 25 years, and also that amongst cyclonic
developments are included ‘ tropical troughs > and * dips,” which may not
always have extended far enough south to appreciably affect Victoria as
storm systems. Figures 72-74 show typical specimens of some of the
systems above referred to :— :

Ordinary Antarctic depression .. .. 2nd June, 1911.
Antarctic cyclone 3l ¥ .. 2nd September, 1911.
Tropical dip .. a o .. . 22nd June, 1912.

ErrecT oF A1r FLow FroM TroricAL BELT.

A very common feature of good winters is the formation of trough-like
depressions lying north and south and connecting with the tropical low-
pressure belt. These cause extensive rains, falling mostly in front of the
trough and extending sometimes right across the continent. They occasionally
end by producing a strongly cyclonic circulation over South Australia, New
South Wales, or Victoria, or all three, and when this happens the tropical
influence seems to come to an end with cessation of trough rains and the
production only of those due to the cyclonic system itself. A tongue
of high pressure usually now presses from the westward along the northern
boundary of the cyclone destroying the tropical connexion, and this is fol-
lowed by the lessening intensity of the cyclone itself as if its main supply of
energy had been cut off. This cyclonic formation and later peculiarities of
development are most frequently seen when tropical influences only are
operative.

To show the closeness of the relations between the winter rainfalls over
the southern and south-eastern interior of Australia and the formation of
these troughs over Central Australia, the daily weather charts for all the years
available have been consulted, and counts made of the number of days
during the six winter months (April-September), when the barometer readings
at Alice Springs reduced to sea-level have been below 30-0inches. In some
of the cases the depressions would be due to purely tropical intrusions of low
pressure, but it was not thought worth while to attempt to eliminate these,
more especially as they would favour the production of the trough-like
depression above referred to. The table shows that 19 times out of 25 the
rule holds that winter rains are above or below normal according as the number
of days occupied by trough depressions giving readings below 300 inches
and passing over Alice Springs is above or below normal. Then the eight
selected dry years for which charts are available give, for the number of
days thus occupied, a mean only two-thirds as large as that given by the
twelve wet years. A typical wet chart is that of 31st May, 1909, in which
the tropical trough connexion is a prominent feature, and dry chart that
of 6th September, 1907, in which the trough is wanting. See Figures 70 and 1.

It is perhaps necessary to explain here that the term ‘“trough = is used
in a spetial sense. It is customary to use the word “col”” when referring to
the space separating the isobars defining two “ highs.”  Analogy is drawn
from land contour. Two mountain ridges may be joined by a saddle or col,
or separated by a valley, along which perhaps a river flows. So in

considering the connexion or separation of two barometric high pressure
[}



50 4
systems we may have the ¢ highs” contoured by isobars in such a way
that the *“ col’ is either distinctly anticyclonic, the wind circulation of the
preceding high almost merging into that of the following one, or distinctly
convectional and rather forming connexion between the circulations of two
low pressure systems than between those of two “highs.”” Tt is for the
latter type that the word “trough “ is here used. In the case of a col, the
isobars of the two ‘“highs” are decidedly convex to one another along
their common axis; in the case of a trough the rear isobars of the
preceding “ high” or the front isobars of the following “ high ”’, or both,
tend to straighten and the convexity is more apparent in the isobars of the
adjacent low pressure systems, producing often an hour glass appearance.
The chart of 31st May, 1909, shows the straightening of the rear isobars
of the preceding high very well. When a marked north and south lie of the
isobars is thus produced it almost invariably happens that much cloud
is formed over the trough area and rain falls to a considerable extent
over inland districts, a result probably partly due to the cooling of the
southward flowing mass of the air in the trough front.

The following table gives the results in detail. The rainfall is a mean
derived from twenty typical stations, ten in the northern wheat-growing
area of South Australia, and ten in Northern Victoria, and refers only to the
seven months’ period, April-October :—

Mean of Rainfalls of Number of Times Alice
North Victoria and Upper | Springs Barometer below
and Lower North of 30.0 inches Gravity not
Year. South Australia. applied,
April-October. April-September.
Inches. Periods. Days.

All years. . 55 b o8 11579
1881 5,0 6o o8 ol 912
1882 0.0 A oo 8o 11-86
1883 50 54 oo ¥ 13-20
1884 6o g a0 oF 10-53
1885 a0 6o 5o g 908
1886 2 a3 Y o 10-22
1887 o 5o to o 1346 7! 19
1888 0.0 J& 50 £G 8:23 4 7
1889 .. = % 0 20-14 9 17
1890 60 8o oo o0 1659 9 18
1891 s & 83 o da 1172 7 12
1892 00 o o o 14-25 12 15
1893 oF 30 s oo 16-07 16 34
1894 7k th B & 1503 8 8
1895 5 5 o 53 979 10 16
1896 = N 3. o 775 8 14
1897 &n k. S oA 964 8 15
1898 e o0 s & 12:07 9 19
1909 il o g 5 9°30 8 11
1900 iy s £ i 11-22 10 14
1901 i A 4 " 11-01 8 14
1902 55 g o 4 586 7 10
1903 o o o .o 13°46 10 25
1904 £F 30 5 .o 10-42 11 17
1905 28 o 50 3t 1365 7 20
1906 ot ) o Ea’ 14-29 10 28
1907 o 84 5 o 11:23 10 22
1908 3 o o5 L 13-86 9 13
1909 o TN &5 36 1567 13 24
1910 g R = oo 1451 11 17
1911 L3l X o el 914 9 13
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As the evaporation statistics might be expected to throw some light
on conditions in general during drought years, the following table is appended.
That the light is not particularly bright is evident, the result being confused
by the fact that the rate of evaporation is dependent upon a number of
tactors :—

RAINFALL AND EvAPORATION DURING DROUGHT YEARS.

Adelaide. Aliee Springs. Melbourne. Sydney.

Year. 5 .g E §

LR O e s A Bl %

o -da e R ey gyl e e A0 S P 0
1881 s ..| 18-02| 55-97 H°42 e 24-08) 38-66| 41-09| 30°69
1884 g .. 18:74| 54:70 539 bl 25-85) 31-59| 44-04| 34-45
1885 ! ..| 15-88| 54:63| 17-20 A% 26-941 32-37| 29-91| 36-51
1888 & .. 14-55| 58-06| 10-06 o 19-42 | 37-92| 23-01}| 36-33
1895 X ..| 21-28] 52:09| 14-18( 84-:33| 17-04| 41-97| 31-86| 35-54
1896 o .. 15-171 56-65| 10-42| 90-21| 25-16| 38-13| 42-40| 35-81
1897 32 ..| 15-42| 54-55| 5-69(102-54) 25-85}| 36-66| 42-52| 42+56
1899 A4 ..1 18-84} 55-55| 6-53[100-02| 28-87| 38-63| 55-90| 38-56
1902 o ..[ 16-02| 58-23| 5-44[108-49| 23-08| 38-61| 43-07| 36-12
1907 > ..| 17-78) 53-33|. 9-81}100-66| 22-26| 40-61| 31-32| 38-95
1911 o ..| 15-99} 48-14 7-09 B 36-61| 38-87( 50-03| 37-55
Mean all years ..| 20-62| 54-44| 11-09] 97-10] 25-60| 38-38| 47-99| 36-92
Drought Means ..| 17-06| 54-35| 8-:93| 97-71] 25-01| 87-64| 40-47| 36-64

Evaporation means for the drought years are thus seen to be, in general,
slightly below those for all years of record for the coastal stations, and only
slightly above for Alice Springs, the one inland station given. The verylow
evaporation totals for Alice Springs for 1895 and 1896 were coincident with
exceptionally heavy summer rains, and were what should be expected when
humid conditions intervene at the time when evaporation is normally most
rapid.  Otherwise the results show the effect of the drier atmosphere of the
drought years. At the coastal stations the lower evaporation, as well as
the lower summer temperatures already noted, may be explained by
assuming that during drought years the greater insolation over the interior
produces greater and more frequent indraughts of moist, cool, sea air.

In the foregoing the rainfall statistics most frequently referred to were
those obtained from a mean of the rainfalls at ten typical stations in the
northern wheat-areas of Victoria, and a similar number from the northern
areas of Southern Australia. These are—ifor Victoria, Swan Hill, Echuca,
Yarrawonga, Warracknabeal, Charlton, Bendigo, Shepparton, Dookie,
Horsham, and St. Arnaud; and for South Australia, Hawker, Quorn, Port
Augusta, Wilmington, Ororoo, Petersburg, Appila, Crystal Brook, Burra,
and Auburn.

The mean annual rainfall for the Victorian stations is 17°:82 inches, of
which 12-33 fall in the seven months April to October. The wettest year
since 1880 was the year 1889, when 26 inches fell, and the driest 1902, when
the total was only 10°94 inches, of which only 5°11 fell during the critical
seven months., For the South Australian stations the mean annual fall

»
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ig 15°0 inches, and for the seven winter months, 1125, The wettest year
in this area was also 1889, with 25°35 inches, and the driest 1888, with
9+21 inches, of which 793 fell during the growing period. In 1902, the year’s
total was 10°70 inches, and that for April-October 660 inches.

It will thus be seen that even in the worst years the rainfall over the
inland areas considered is sufficient when aided by modern agricultural
methods to insure at least moderate yields of cereals from extensive inland
areas. That an occasional drought is not an wholly unmixed evil is seen
in the unusually abundant crops harvested in the first good season, owing
probably to an improved condition of the soil. The most serious effects of
prolonged drought are the losses of stock, due to an almost entiregdepen-
dence upon natural grasses. That these are easily preventable will, no doubt,
be proved by future experience.

X(a).—RAINFALL IN THE WEST AUSTRALIAN GOLD-FIELDS. -

In the dry region of Western Australia—for the most part with a rainfall
of less than 10 inches per year—are three important centres of settlement.
In the north is the Pilbara Gold-field, in the centre the Murchison Gold-
field, and in the south the Coolgardie Gold-field. Kalgoorlie has a popula-
tion of over 17,000 inhabitants, while some £112,000,000 have been won by
miners from the gold-fields of Western Australia.

A special study of the rainfall of this area is justified by its economic
importance and by its interest as a region which has been settled in defiance
of physical control.

FrEQUENCY oF RAIN STORMS.

An analysis has been made of the conditions governing the rainfall in the
inland portion of Western Australia during the period July, 1909-July,
1912

The rain storms are classified in three groups—

Coolgardie (Southern Gold-field).
Peak Hill (Central Gold-field).
Pilbara (North-west Gold-field).

In most cases Coolgardie participated in rains from the north which
affected the other two, but the contrary is by no means true—rains moving
from the south rarely reaching Peak Hill and never Pilbara.

The number of rain storms affecting the fields in this period is shown
in the following table (for three years):—

Summer. Aatumn. Winter. Spring.
| 1
— T3 "L : ] Total.

December, March, June, September,

January, April, July, October,

February. May. August. November.
Pilbara s ol 10 9 7 1 27
Peak Hill .. X 13 9 18 8 48
Coolgardie .. = 12 17 35 18 82
Individual Storms* .. 21 24 39 26

* N.B.—Many of these ““ Individual Storms ” affected two centres.
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The table shows that Coolgardie lies in the winter rain region, and that
Peak Hill gets its infrequent rains both in winter and summer, while Pilbara,
so far as frequency is concerned, has a slight summer maximum and a more
characteristic spring minimum.

DirectioNn oF Rain Winbs.

The wind directions tabulated refer to the dominant winds over the whole
rain area (‘‘smear” is used for such local rain) due to one particular storm
or set of controls.

The rain winds affecting the dry interior are chiefly from the north to
north-east octant, veering to the north-west in part in the colder months,
But the south-west and south winds also exercise a beneficial effect, especially
in the colder months :—

N

F1a. 75.
SUMMER. AvuTUmN. WINTER. SPRING.
ISl = NGV = N. ="15 N.E =10
N 2}10 R 3}»16 NW. = 4}23 SW. =10
NE =6 Lp et R 4}14
S. =6 =
SW. = 2}8 W = s EE e
Others 3 Others 3 Others 4  Others 3

PRrESSURE SYSTEMS AND THEIR DISTRIBUTION.

The conditions leading to the fall of rain in the interior of Western Aus-
tralia are by no means always of the same type. The most striking feature
shown by the analysis is the persistence of one type throughout a season
in one year which may not occur in the same season next year. For instance,
in January and February, 1911, there was a greater distance between the
low (over Condon) and the high to the south-east (south of Mt. Gambier,
&c.) than usual, In June and July, 1910, and 1912, the high covered most
of Eastern Australia, while the low off Albany led to rains over the gold-
fields. In these two months during the intermediate year 1911, there seemed
a tendency for the succeeding high to appear sooner off North-west Cape
and control the situation. The same ‘ habit” is shown in other months,
but not to the extent of obliterating the characteristic features of the dis-
tribution of highs and lows each month.

There is perhaps no need to emphasize the fact that, in an immense
area like Australia, each climatological division exhibits as diverse features
as does, for instance, the whole of the British Isles.
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In January, the rain smears extend usually over the three gold-fields.
They occur nearly always when a low lies off North-west Cape—the high
being to the south-east, either over the Bight or further east. The wind
is generally from the north-east, but if the southern high is rather to the west
then south winds also bring rain to the fields.

In February, the conditions are much the same. The rains in the north
(Pilbara) usually accompany north winds in front of the low, and those
in the south south or south-east winds in front of the high. There is
a strong tendency for the low to ““sit” over the north of the high in this
month, when rain is probable.

In March.—The above conditions obtain also in March, but in addition
rains with south winds occur sometimes with a low south of the Leeuwin
and a high advancing on Geraldton (vide 2nd March, 1912). The southern
cyclonic eddies are now moving north and affect the continent.

In April, the second type of rain-bringer is prevalent, 7.e., a low south
of Leeuwin and a high approaching Geraldton. Winds are northerly first,
and then southerly as the low advances. Coolgardie rains are due usually
to the latter winds. .

In May, the favorable condition for rain appears to be when two highs
lie rather near together (““ A” over South-eastern Australia and “B” off
Geraldton), with a low just south of Cape Leeuwin. The winds are northerly
and the rain smear chiefly in the south.

In June, conditions are much the same. The first high lies over Central
and East Australia, the second approaches North-west Cape, while the low
lies off Cape Leeuwin. The accompanying winds (north-east and then
south-west) both lead to rains, though in this month the southern winds
affecting Coolgardie region are of increasing importance.

Variation in the position of the preceding high does not seem to be of
such importance as gradient. For instance, in June, 1912, the gold-fields
experienced a dry spell, although the conditions as stated above recurred
about once a week as usual :—

June, 1912.
Date. Rain. Highs—Velocity. Gradient. Path.
3rd |No rain on fields. [300 (1,200 m. in | Gradient small = | Centre moved E.
but in south-west 4 days) 28 (&% in700m.) | from Adelaide
to Sydney
10th [Rain over Cool-}450 (900 m.in 2| (% in 500 m. |Centre moved due
gardie days) Gradient = 40| E. to Grafton
17th |No rain on fields. {450 (900 m. in 2 | Gradient = 33 (% | Centre moved S.E.
Rain in S.W. cor-| days) in 600 m. but| Coolgardie to
ner only rapidly lessen-| Robe
ing ;
28th |Rain over Cool-|350 (350 m. in 1} (%in400m.)= 62 | Centre moved S.E.
gardie day) from Adelaide
to Bass Straits

This summary shows that increased gradient (implying stronger winds)
is apparently the most favorable factor in supplying Coolgardie with rain ;
for the velocity and path varied without effect.
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In July, the lows are slightly further north than in June, and the preceding
high covers Central and Eastern Australia. The winds are usually from the
north drawn into the front of the low. Rains due to south-west winds
in the rear of the low are also common, especially in the south-west corner.

In August.—In 1909 and 1910 the rains were generally due to northerly
winds in front of a low. In 1911, they were nearly all due to south-west
winds from the rear of the low, the high following close after. The lows
appeared to have a somewhat more southern “ habit ”” throughout the month
of August in 1911.

In September, a tendency for the low to run up between the two highs is
noticeable. If the latter are close together so that the gradient is steep
there would seem to be better chances for rain. Thus in 1911 in this month
there were six high-pressure systems in evidence, but only three with somewhat
steeper gradients led to rain. :

In October, rains are rare in the gold-fields region, and there seems to be
no very favorable arrangement of the pressure conditions. Both south-west
and north-east winds bring rain, chiefly to the south. Thunderstorms may
occur over the fields.

In November, a low usually ““ broods >’ over Central Australia, sometimes
forming a true ‘‘monsoonal” tongue from the north. Conditions are very
unfavorable for rain over the gold-fields. Thunderstorms may, however,
occur and give local rain.

In December, the same conditions obtain as in November. Thunderstorms
are not uncommon. i

SumMArY oF Position or Eppies rrom Juny, 1909, To Jury, 1912,

Highs. Lows.

i 0 o8 1 R - I R %

als| Bl & <] F 7

Off Perth and Cape Leeuwin 9 8 9 6 1 51 15 1
S. of Esperance and in Bight 6 | e 51 .. 12 | 16 8
Off N.W. Cape and Cossack 2 5 5 7N [ 1 Yy 4
Over E. Australi f ! 5119 9 X o 24 N
Others 15 2 1 3 or0 1 2 3 7

| tongues

Average figures for the monthly rainfall in the gold-fields have already
been given in a preceding section.

X.(8).—FLOOD RAINS IN AUSTRALIA.

These phenomena occur at infrequent intervals in various regions of
the continent, causing considerable damage to stock, bridges, roads, &c.,
in our sparsely-populated and pastoral territories. Brief summaries of the
meteorological conditions accompanying the following occurrences will be
of interest :—

(1) 1909, August, floods in South-Eastern Australia.
(2) 1910, January, floods on the Darling.

(3) The heavy rains of Queensland.

(4) The heavy rains of Northern West Australia.
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(1) TrRE Cycronic StorM oF 16TH-21sT Avcust, 1909 (SouTH-EASsT
AUSTRALIA).*

During the month of August every station in South-Eastern Australia
recorded above the normal fall, except the coastal fringe from the Gippsland
Lakes northward. In South Australia, where the mean fall in the settled
districts ranged up to more than double the normal, and in Victoria, where
the greater part of the State had over twice the normal amount, this month
will rank as one of the wettest on record.

The rains were not only abnormally heavy, but well distributed through
the month, though the rain producing storm systems were actually few in
number (only four). They moved slowly, developed well inland, and the path
followed by their centres was further north than usual, all passing over or
very little south of Tasmania. Each of these disturbances was marked by
cold, wet, and stormy weather, but the storm tendencies of the month cul-
minated on the 19th in torrential rains and fierce thunderstorms, which caused
one of the most disastrous floods Victoria has ever experienced.

The graphs appended to this book include a series of the 9 a.m. weather
charts (see Figs. 77-82) during the passage of an extensive storm system of
cyclonic energy which traversed the whole of sub-tropical Australia, from
Cape Leeuwin to Gabo, between the 16th and 21st of the month, and was
the main factor in the development of the exceptional storm rains and floods
now under review. Moving over an area already saturated by a period of
almost constant rain—for scarcely a day passed during the previous fort-
night without widespread and at times heavy downpours, especially in southern
and South-Eastern Australia—its effect was most disastrous, and creeks
and rivers, already swollen, were turned into raging torrents which overflowed
their banks, and spread ruin and desolation over the surrounding country.
The map of the 16th shows the advent of the disturbance, which had rapidly
advanced from the southern Indian Ocean during the previous 24 hours,
in the extreme west of the continent. Its centre was then off the south-west
coast of Western Australia, the embracing isobars being somewhat irregular
in shape and gradients moderate, and its rain area covered the whole of that
State south from the tropic, with heavy falls near the coast (Perth, 213 points ;
and 23 other stations from 1 to 2 inches). Next morning (17th) the centre
occupied much the same position, the gradients had lessened and the isobars
indicated the tendencies to form a doubleheaded depression, and another
general, though less heavy, rain was registered south from the latitude of
Geraldton.

On the 18th the gradient had still further declined, but the low area had
assumed a definite “ A ”’ shape, with its apex intruding well inland to much
lower latitudes than on the previous day. This carried the rain, which was
again general, on to the tropic, though the area of greatest precipitation
was still in the south-west (Perth, 141 ; and nine others over 1 inch). The
chart of the 19th shows that the storm area had made a distinct surge east-
ward to the South Australian coast, with an extension of its isobars into
still lower latitudes, and a general intensification and steepening of the
gradients. A new high-pressure area of considerable energy had developed
over Western Australia, which stimulated the circulation in the rear of the
disturbance, while the stationary anticyclone on the east coast aund the
Tasman Sea maintained velocities in the advancing side. Very disturbed

* Bulletin No. 3—Commonwealth Bureau of Meteorology.
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weather was anticipated, as this type of chart (19th) showing a deep cyclonic
depression, wedged in between two energetic anticyclones, with isobars
running approximately north and south, is a very favorable forerunner of
widespread rains on the Australian continent, and the subsequent conditions
more than realized these anticipations.

Up to the 18th the disturbance was marked by heavy rains, though only
moderate winds, but on that day it began to develop cyclonic and electrical
energy, and its subsequent career was accompanied by most violent atmos-
spheric commotion. On the night of the 18th violent thunderstorms, with
fierce squalls and heavy rain, broke over the far north-western and western
areas of South Australia, and rapidly swept across the State into Victoria,
rain falling at 153 stations in South Australia up to 9 a.m. next morning
(19th), of which 52 registered between 4 and 1 inch, and 55 over 1 inch (maxi-
mum, 168, at Streaky Bay, on the west coast), and at 135 stations in Vie-
toria, of which 26 recorded between % and 1 inch, and 21 others over 1 inch
(maximum, Dimboola, 183). The rain area had also widened considerably,
for light rain was still falling in Western Australia, and commencing in
Tasmania. :

By the 20th the storm had reached its greatest intensity, its cyclonic centre
being clearly shown to the south of Victoria and near the north-west corner
of Tasmania (barometer at Stanley, 2896 inches), with exceptionally steep
gradients. Along the south-east coast of South Australia the previous night
the weather was extremely wild, with winds of hurricane violence and excep-
tionally low barometers, and rain fell throughout the whole of South Australia,
Victoria, Tasmania, and New South Wales, and extended into the south-west
and south of Queensland, being recorded at 155 stations in South Australia, of
which 56 registered from 4 to 1 inch, and 8 over 1 inch (maximum, Uraidla,
169) ; at 156 stations in Victoria, of which 55 had between } and 1 inch, 56
from 1 to 2 inches, and 18 others over 2 inches (maximum, Kyneton, 325) ;
at 31 stations in Tasmania, 9 being from } to 1 inch, 9 from 1 to 2 inches,
and 3 over 2 inches (maximum, Burnie, 271) ; at 140 stations in New South
Wales, of which 46 records were between § and 1 inch, and 10 over 1 inch
(maximum, Tumbarumbah, 181); and light falls at 44 stations in Queens-
land. The last chart of the series shows that the disturbance had passed
eastwards to the Tasman Sea and become of a simple ‘Antarctic’ type
while high pressures had become established over the continent. The
isobaric distribution is of the ordinary winter type and fine weather
returns.

A reference to the rain smears plotted with the isobars on Figs. 77-82
shows that it was in Victoria that the greatest overlap of the daily falls
occurred. Hence, the floods were greatest in the rivers draining the Vie-
torian highlands (see Fig. 76).

The series of heavy rains, accompanied by violent and prolonged thunder-
storms, which set in over the western parts of this State in the early morning
of the 19th August, gradually extended eastwards during the day, and was
responsible for phenomenal floods in almost all the rivers in the western half
of the State. These rains appear to have been at their greatest intensity
along two parallel lines, one joining Warracknabeal and Queenscliff, the
other Inglewood and Kyneton, and these give pretty nearly the direction
in which the storm clouds were observed to be moving during the fifteen to
twenty hours within which all the rain fell. Hast of Kymeton, the rains
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lost their extraordinary character, but falls of over 1 inch were still the rule
in all except the plains or country of relatively low level stretching from
Echuca to Wodonga, and including Benalla, while in the more mountainous
country the falls were generally between 1 and 2 inches. In Gippsland,
owing to the mountain barrier to the north and west, the rainfall was generally
insignificant, and actually nil around and east of the Lakes. The heaviest
totals, above 4 inches, were received along a narrow strip of high country
following the crest of the Dividing Range westward from Kymneton, and
probably including the Pyrenees.

A brief summary of the heights reached in the various tributaries affected
is appended :—

River. Town. Henght&;::l.\ SHLE Remarks.

Murray .. | Echuca . |32 ft. 2 in. . | Twice exceeded (1867 and 1870)

Goulburn . | Shepparton.. |33 ft. Only twice exceeded (by a few inches)
since 1881

Wimmera . | Jeparit 16 ft.

Avoca . | Charlton 6 inches above 1870 flood, and 4 feet
above any others

Loddon . | Laanecoorie |36 ft.

Campaspe .. |Rochester .. |28 ft. 11 in.

Murrumbidgee | Narrandera.. |26 ft. 6 in Below the great flood of 1853,

(2) Tue Froops 1N THE DarriNg TRIBUTARIES, JANUARY, 1910.*

The disastrous flood in the Upper Darling tributaries, consequent on the
abnormally heavy rains on the north-western plains and slopes of New South
Wales, as well as those on the Darling Downs of Queensland, is, from a
meteorological stand-point, one of the most interesting events during 1910.
These exceptionally heavy, continuous rains were caused by the joint action
of an anti-cyclonic area over the southern half and the monsoonal depression
operating in the northern half of the continent. The movements and subse-
quent development in intensity of this monsoonal tongue were meteorologi-
cally interesting. It was first truly delineated on the 7Tth January,” as far
south as Wilcannia, but on the 8th it had retreated to the south-west corner
of Queensland. On the 10th, it protruded as far south and east as Albury,
but withdrew the next day to the Queensiand border, without, however,
making any easterly progress. The high pressure had now intensified,
though there had actually been a divergence of the isobars, due, no doubt,
to the vapour-laden condition of the atmosphere. Within the next few days
the tongue had expanded considerably, stretching as far south as Deniliquin,
and on the 15th had intensified to such an extent as to form what is techni-
cally known as a closed curve depression. It was during this period that the
heaviest falls were recorded. The Namoi Basin experienced particularly
heavy falls on the 14th and 15th, and the average total rainfall for fifteen
stations in that area from the 11th to the 15th inclusive was 863 inches,
several places recordmg more than 12 inches of rain for that penod Copious
falls occurred in the catchment area of the Condamine River, in Queensland,
the average total for 26 stations from the 10th to the 17th inclusive being
4.71 inches. Cambooya and Dalby, both in this area, registered 1017
and 9°68 respectively. The MacIntyre Basin was also unusually favoured,
the average total for six stations, from the 10th to the 17th, being 7°13

* Australian Monthly Weather Report, January 1910, Commonwealth Bureau of Meteorology.
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inches—Goondiwindi, 9:11; Umbercollie, 9:90; and Bingarra, 19-44
being the heaviest falls recorded. The enormous amount of water which
fell over these districts, covering approximately 86,000 square miles, may
be roughly estimated at 31,687,000,000 tons, or 7,100,000,000,000 gallons,
the average total fall for the 77 rain recording stations from the 11th
to the 15th inclusive being 5°7 inches. The very heavy falls in the Namoi
Basin on the 14th and 15th, reaching as high as 64 inches for 24 hours in
some places, succeeding the moderately heavy falls of several days before,
caused the flood in this tributary to rise higher than that in any other river.
The water spread itself over the country for miles in every direction, devas-
tating the surrounding districts and wreaking incalculable destruction of
property, as well as causing some loss of life. Almost all the towns along its
banks were inundated, Tamworth, Gunnedah, Manilla, Boggabri, Narrabri, and
Wee Waa suffering particularly. Our observers report that this flood is the
greatest since 1864, the water being 6 feet deep in the streets of Tamworth,
while at Narrabri the river attained the greatest height ever known. The
Gwydir and Barwon also reached record heights, both Moree and Brewarrina
being partly submerged. Bourke appeared to be threatened with destruc-
tion. If the Queensland rivers, Condamine, Balonne, and Culgoa, which
drain a large area and enter the Darling between Bourke and Brewarrina,
had contributed their quota to the already flooded stream, Bourke must
inevitably have been swept away; but, fortunately, this was not the
case, as these waters did not reach Bourke till some days later. All the
creeks and smaller water-courses were likewise in a flooded state, and the
waters covered an extensive area. The thirsty plains would absorb an
immense quantity of water on this account, as the contour of the country
is conducive to such a result. Thousands of head of stock were drowned,
and, generally speaking, the amount of damage was enormous.

(3) HEAvY RAINS OF QUEENSLAND.

The Queensland coast is characterized by occasional very heavy downpours.
These are almost entirely confined to the summer months, as the following
table (for storms giving over 10 inches during 23 years, 1887-1909) clearly
indicates :(—

5 g 5| U
) . - ~ Py
(9 g 5 e g < g
Month. g g ; % H g
= = = < = = s - ] =] Z =]
Number .| 104 42 92 | 24 1 9 1 1 0 2 26
Per cent. .. 33| 14 | 31 8 2 3 o 1 1 9

The Map (Fig. 89) shows that a few large downpours have also occurred
in the gulf country around Burketown. With these exceptions, only one
other inland fall was recorded—at Monkira, in the far south-west. Here, over
11 inches fell on 1st February, 1906, the average annual fall (21 years) being
9inches. This station forms a notable example of the necessity of long periods
to arrive at a true mean In 1900 the annual rainfall was 2} inches, and in
1906 it was 29 inches.



The following table gives the most important recent
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downpours in Queensland :—

occurrences of these

Amount Station. Locality. Date. Year.
35-71 [ Crohamhurst .. |45 miles north-west of Brishane 31st January .. | 1893
26-20 | Buderim North of Brisbane 11th January.. | 1898
25-12 | The Hollow Mackay .. 23rd February | 1888
2333 [ Macnade Townsville 6th January .. |1901
23:07 | Yeppon Rockhampton 31st Jannary .. | 1893
2217 | Dungeness Cardwell P 16th March 1893
2153 | Mooloolah North of Brisbane 13th March 1892
2222 | Innisfail South of Cairns 29th December | 1903
21-00 | Nambour South of Gympie .. 9th January .. | 1898
20-08 | Yandina South of Gympie .. 1st February .. | 1893
20-05{ Yeppoon Rockhampton ok 31st January 1893
1955 { Crohamhurst .. [ 45 miles north-west of Brlqbane 9th January .. {1898
19-55 | Howard Maryborough 15th January 1905
19-20 | Townsville North Coast 24th January 1892
18-24 | Cardwell .« | North Coast .. | 18th March .. |1904
1831 | Brisbane .. | South Coast . | 21st January 1887
18-07 Thomborough Near Cairns 20th April 1903
18-20 | Anglesey Gympie .. 26th December | 1909
18-05 | Yeppoon Rockhampton 8th January .. | 1898
17-40 | Bloomsbury .. | Brisbane region 14th February (1893
17-95 | Mundoolun South of Brisbane.. 21st Jannary 1887
17-75 | Palmwoods Brishane 5 25th December | 1909

These phenomenal rains are seen to be most abundant between Cairns

and Cardwell.

The great number recorded in the Brisbane district is largely

due to the fact that here the rain-gauges are well distributed and fairly
numerous, which is not the case in the less settled regions of Queensland.

(4) FLoop Rains 1x WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Perhaps the most striking region in Australia for examples of abnormal

rainfall is in the far north-west in Western Australia (Fig. 90).

Here the

10-in.

annual isohyet passes near many stations which have recorded more than that
amount in one rainstorm, though of course falls of this type are few and far

between.

Some of the heavier falls are given in this table, where a comparison

with the average annual amount should be found of interest in many cases :—

Inches.

Station.

Position. Date.
36-49| Whim Creek | Near Cossack | 2ndand 3rd April
27-06{ Whim Creek | Near Cossack | 20th and 21st March
24-18 | Thangoo Near Broome |17th and 19th Feb-
ruary
21-42| Yeeda Near Derby 28th, 29th, and 30th
December
20-82| Wyndham .. | Long..128°%lat., | 11th, 12th, and 13th
15° 8. January
20-401{ Balla Near Cossack | 20th and 21st March
20-23 | Derby King Sound ..|29th and 30th De-
cember
20-12{ Cossack Long., 117°lat., | 15th and 16th April
21° 8.
17-47| Obagama Near Derby .. | 16th, 17th, and 18th
February
15-25| Boodarie North-east of | 3rd and 4th January
Cossack
14-53 | Boodarie North-east  of | 21st March

Cossack

Average
Year. Annual
Rainfall.
1898 19-87
1899 19-87
1896 22-61
1898 2366
1903 27-27
1899 | 17-98
1898 26-38
1900 12-01
1896 34-48
1894
12-49
1899

Number
of
Years.

14
14
17
21
25

6
26

30
16

24
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XI.(a)—WEST AUSTRALIAN HURRICANES.

Undoubtedly the most striking feature of the climate of Western Australia
is the visitation of the north-west coast by hurricanes, locally known as
“ willy-willies,”” in the summer months.

These occur in connexion with, or are very violent forms of, e¢yclonic
disturbances which originate over tropical seas, and are practically limited
to the summer months—December to April inclusive.

“ These storms sometimes give the first indication of their approach in
the extreme north-eastern corner of the State, and occasionally it is believed
at Port Darwin. They travel at first in a south-westerly direction, the
centre keeping well out to sea ; and their pressure and movement are shown
by an easterly wind gradually veering north and west, accompanied by
* heavy rainfall. When they reach latitude 20° or thereabouts, their course
alters and they recurve and commence to travel in a southerly or south-
easterly direction, striking the coast generally between Condon and
Fortescue, and frequently bring a ““ willy-willy ” to wreck whatever happens
to be in the way. They now travel inland, passing, as a rule, either over or
to the east of the gold-fields, and bringing more or less rain according to their
intensity. Thence they travel to the Southern Ocean.” *

The path of a typical willy-willy disturbance is shown in Figs. 91-92.

* Koombana losk. 30/
Figs. 91~92. .

* Meteorological Report, Western Australia, 1902, p. 6.
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